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| | 4 Tunger general aſſembly having this day and at ſeveral 


this church with relation to ſcandals and cenſures, 
55 were tranſmitted by the- late general aſſdnibly to 

5 ** ſeveral preſbyteries for their judgment thereupon, 
And having maturely confidered the faids whole over. 
ftiures with the remerks and obſervations of 


| former diets had read in their audience the Over» | 
. tures concerning a Form of Proceſs in the a | 


f Te. * 72 +a 76 ang, 


made upon the fame, after full reaſoning, both i in e 


X mittees and open aſſembly u the ſeveral 
ceontzibed in the ſaid . 
feembly did by their votes 9 contradicente, and 


. hereby do ratiſy and approve the ſoreſaid Form of Pro- 


|. '. cefs as now amended in the whole heads and articles 
thereof, and appoint and ordain the ſame to be obſerv- 


. 44 | d and practiſed by the reſpective judicatories of this | 


church as an act and ordinance of f afſeimbly, and 2s 
. | {Fred inding rates and directions in the whole nintters 
7 :therein contained, except the 7, G and 9 paragraphs of 
. be Fong ehapter * 3 — the preſſiag of the 
oath of purgation: to whic general 
ſupercedes at this time to enjoin the ob Fra e 
as*politive ſtanding rules, but they did and hereby do 
 - unanimouſly recommend to the ſeveral preſtyteries and 
[* - other judicatories of the church, that they regulate 
, _ themſelves according to the advice therein inſinuated, 


as they ſhall find to * moſt for edification ; The on | 


nor en eee follows, ” 


procecks, / the ame If. 


. Grerancnt, 5 — 
Le re ee e 3 2 


UR Lord Jeſus: Chir hath ;nftitere@"s a 
ment, and governors eccleſiaſtical in his houſe, 
with un emen order and govern 
and to that purpoſe, the apoſtles did imme 
diately ford =o from the h of their Lord 
and Miſter Jeſus Chriſt, and did uſe and exertiſe the 
| fame upon 2h occaſions and Chriſt hath from time td 


time furniſhed ſome in bis church with giſts for govern- 
ment; and with' commiſſion to exerciſe it when catted 
thereunts, and'has-promiled hiv preſence to be with 
. At is agreeable, and Hdopde#-on the end el 
God; that ſome others, befides theſe who labour in the 
| word and doctrine be church governory;' 10 join with 
the miniſters of the word in the ; governiment- of the 
church, avd exerciſe of diſcipline aud overſight of the 
manners of the people, which officers are calfed ro | 
_ elders ; As alfo, that the church be governed by ſeveral 
forts * de ——— or 45 
dther, as kirk · ſeſſions, preſbytertes, bern. 
nocht and general eſſemblies. . 
3. Church diſcipline and cenſures, for judging and 
xemoving of offences are of great uſe and neceſſi | 
the church, that the vame of God by reaſon of un. 
godly and wicked perſons living in the church, be not 
2 nor bis wrath provoked IEG. | 


9 * A 
4 


\ 
J 


FANG the contagion, tad; with fear, and that 


finners who are to be cenſured may be aſhamed, to the 
deſtruction of the ficſh, and ſaving of the leirit in the 
day of the Lord Jeſus. * 

1. Wihing ought to be admitted by any church judi- 
catory 8 the ground of a proceſs for cenſure, but what 
hath been declared cenſurable by the word of God, or 


ſome act of univerſal cuſtom of this national K a- 


greeable thereto ; and the ſeveral judicatories of this 
church ought to take timous notice of all ſcandals :_ 


But it is judged, that if a ſcandaſ ſhal! happen not to 


be noticed iu order to cenſure for the ſpece of five years, 


it ſhould not be again revived; fo as to enter in a pro- 


ceſt thercanent,, unleſs it. be of an hainous natute, or. 

become agai flagrant, but the conſciences of ſueb per- 

(lions ought to be ſeriouſly dealt with in private to bring 
them to a ſenſe of their fin and duty. 


5. Theſe aſſemblies or. church judicetories? lens 


; mentioned have power to conveen and call before them 
- apy perſons within the r own bounds, whony the ecele · 
' Gaſtic buſineſs, wbich is before them doth concern, eĩ - 


ther a8 party, witneſs, or otherwiſe, and to examine them 


according to the nature of the affair, and to hear and 
determine in ſuch caſes as ſhall orderly come before 
them, and accordingly diſpenſe church cenſures. 
6. If a perioa be charged with a ſcandal, who lives 
within the bounds of another pariſh, the kirk ſeſſion of 
the pariſh where that perſon reſides ſhould be defired-to 
cauſe ciie that perſon to. anſwer betore the ſeſſion in 


BS 5 whole bounds the ſcandal happened, and the ſame courſe 


is ta he followed in ſuch caſes by the other judicatories 

of the church, ſeeing for-order's ſake they ſhould not 

preſume to exerciſe their authocky without their own 
unds. 

| 1 The ,miniſter of the word being, an un ahave 
that of the ruling elder, cannot be liable to the cenſure 

ol the kirk ſeſſion nad to as Wee judicatories of 

Weck, 8 5 $3.» * ct 
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we be {fy vS 7 55 So ; CF; ** ws. 1H N 
'  Goneerniug the entering of Proceſſes, citation of” Partiecs 
| aud Witneſſes, and taking Deprfitions, and anent Fu- 
} five from Diſeipliue. | | We Are e 
7 Embers of kirk ſeſſions are wiſely to conſider the 
'1 LY information they get of ſcandals, and conſult 
-  - with their nyniſter thereanent, even before the ſame be 
"| conimunicate-toothers,/ that thereby, the {preading of 
mice ſcandal may be prevented. and it maꝝ be removed 
dy private admonition according to our Lord and Savi- 
our's rule, Matth. xviii. 15. which, if amendment fol · 
low, is the far better way of gaining and recovering a 
Japied brother, whereas the needleſs ſpreading of a ſcan- 
4 dai does ſomet mes barden the guilty, grieve the godly, 
'_ end is 'difhonourable to religion. 
2. When any buſineſs is moved in « eburch judica» 
tory, whether by information, petition, or otherwiſe, 
they are in the firſt place ro conſider, whether the mat - 
| I ter in its circumſtantial caſe be proper for them to enter 
. 18 upon, and whether it be ord-riy- brought in, and pro- 
per for them to cognoſce and diſcuſ it themſelves, r 
Prepare it for ſuperior. judicatories, and ſhould enden- 
- vourto ſhorten their work as much as with the ediſica - 
tion, of tie church they can, eſpecially as to the head 
of ſeandal, but ſtill on all occ:fions the office bearers in 
— houſe oſ God ate to ſhew all prudent zeal agaiuſt 


3. In proceeding in all cauſes, . where there is apy 
perſon or parties concerned, the judigatory is to ſee, 
1 that hefore they proceed, theſe perſons. or parties be 
| dyly ſiſted betore them by a legal and timous citation 
in ite, beo fring its cauſe, either at the iuſtance of a 
|}: party e mplaini g. or atleaſt by order of the judicata · 
| 


ry mand if they be reſiding within the pariſh, the ſame 
þ may be upon forty eigbt hours advettiſement, and the 
- hetore two or three witneſſes infert, is to be returned 
x: | A3 | _ oy [RI 
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. 19d the pete 1 
de deb; therhte i iseſpecially to be ob | 
| ſerved by preſbyteries "a ou aperior Ju torſes of | 
the church. * 

33 B be i thic Yn pert th juaty | 1 
ſpoken to, before any citation be given or dhe ö 
m, for their better gaining, in which caſe the miniſter TJ 

to exerciſe his own diſcretion, and take the concut᷑ · .þ 
Fence of elders and others with him, but if the party | 
eited as above, appear not, there ought to be » ſecond | 
und then a third citation given by the order of the ſeſſi· 


ons and: wow horn, either perſonally, or left at their | 


dwelling bouſe, before the judicatory declare the perſon 
contumacious, valeſ⸗ the party be cited to appear be- | 
fore a ſuperior judicatory by reference or appeal, in 0 
which caſe there is not that need of ſo many citations, 
before the ſuperior judicatory, the party having actu-» 
ally appeared before the inferior judicatory ; and being 
cited pu acta to appear before the ſuperior, and the 
ame marked in the minutes, or having been declared 
eontumacious before the * was rough before the 

he ge Judicatory,  - 

F. All citations apud ata; are nor nd lf 
iafer contumacy if not obeyed, 

. lf the perſon do not nr ob abs third :cinintoty 
vr upon a citation ud aa,” and no relevant excuſe 
adduced and verified, though in that caſe he be cenſu. 
22 for contumaey, yet it may be fit the judicatory 
Proceed to take cognition, either by examining with | 

— n oath, or by other documents of the veri | 
andals delated againſt bim, before they Saks 
bin for contuma cy. 
7. If the party appear, then the maker's 12 to 15 
form the perſon of the occaſion of his being called, ny 
to give bim, if deſired, a ſhort note in writing there 
with the names of the witneſſes that aro 10 be 2 
le o 5 
8. Thete ſeems to be no need of aceuſers or Mien. 6 
| ers in eccleſialtic proceſſes, where the ſame are not raif- 


| od at the inſtance * e > 
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| ſfwer the judicatory in what is laid. 16 bis i eee 
| , that if the party cited be found innocent 1 — — 
1 thoſe whs informed the jöadieatory, whether . 
| the party require it or not, ought to be noticed,” fo 
1 either their calumny ot improdence,, as the I 
Lg. / hall find cauſe. 
1 a If chers be vide tp de bnd alf Min Hh pigs th; 
| a liſt of their names ought ro be gien to ie des 
| ſenders ſome time before, or at leaſt at their*comprar» 
P's 2 and the witneſſes ought to be timouſſy cited ts 
3 ive evidence; and if they refuſe after three citations 
| ven, and executions returned, oo proctetted with 
| as — ori judged nee after the firſt or 
Tecond' citati lication may be made to the civil 
magiſtrate, that he may oblige them to appear. * 
10. Before the witneſſes be judicially'examin:d; the 
accuſed perſon is to be called, ad the ee of '4bs 
. | , — Iybeldiſculſed, and if the defender compear, he may ob- 
| Ject againſt any of them, and if the objection be KA | 
vant, and made evident to the Judicatory, the witneſſes 
are to be caſt, but a perſon's being the delator or infor; 
| mer, doth not hinder him to be a witneſs, except in he 
_ ' eaſe: where he formerly complained for his bn intereſt? . = 


or FF 


I. Though there be no relevant 8 . 
witneſſes are ſoletanly to de purged df malice, AS hy 3 

deed done or to * done, and of partie cgutiſtl. 
12. The witneſſes are to be cxamined in \prefence 7 
| the accuſed party if compearing. 'awd he oy . — 


moderator to i ſach queſtions or 

Fa. the witneſſes, as may tend to his exculpation, * 
the judcatry think Aer are to be pr — 

bg perſon is to . e, or 

during the time of 'depotiriov, 

13 If the party, LU ir 40 before probation ”Y 
ounds of 1 by wi nee 
odetator and 3 Ge give warrant” 

* the uitneſſes 1 7 e che rele· 3 


vagey 


> a es 5.2 x t id \ 
$f R * 8 * 
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- | "Io by. the bee SIA 4 


ally proven as to the fobltance of the. 5 1 
3 proof. of the iydel and accuſation mult there Gft, 
"and the Ader is to be alloilzied, and if the Iy bel 9 
-Þ cial'az to the time and place of a fact, and the 
more pregnantly allege and clearly prove alihi, 

A the ſubſtance of the ſcandal be once * 
ned. upon, there can be no place for exeulpation, on · 
$ it be az to ſame extenuat ing or alleviating circum. 


= not contrary Qs. but conſiſtent with. the depoll by 


tions, already taken. 
14. If the, witneſſes, cannot "Cate their names 10 


- they cannot wiite, and the moderator is to Why 
the ſame, Fa they can ſubſcribe or not. 
„i. be de; . de are ended, the parties being 
73 jet FOR cow of the judicatory at the fame or 
owe aſter dyet thereto appointed, ate to” adviſe ihe 
cauſe, and there and then to reafon the affair calmly, 
ſpeaking always. 40 the moderator one after . 58 
without interrupting | one another, uſing no relle ing 


7 8 7 l 4 * Gan 
1 d or perſons un er proc « for ſcan 
$ dals TING ie ſhall after being called beſore t 

| Jodicatory and 
* it of t iſh where the _ proceſs. depends and 
\ . N ere they 5 and it they do not thereupon: appear 


eu are by order of the preſbytery to he cited from t 
pits of all. the Kirks within their bounds to. compear 
Fs the preſby:ery ; ; and if they do not then com- 
3 10 | = they are 10 be declared fugitive from theichyrch 


51 e bounds of the preſbytery, deßring, 'that if any 
bens of the ſaid fi 

EW * 2 fil there” until * get . dot ce M theft 
; | \ . * 29764 here "ay | Ne ONT ; q 


\ 


tained and ” 


_ their depoſitions, the clerk. is to mark that they declare 


langusge 10, or of one avothet, nor too long W 


ngt compearing, be cited firſt from the 


fore che judic:tory beſore whom the proceſs 8 


ſcipline,, and the ſame intimate in all the kirks w thin 


ugitives, they may acquaint the. --4 | 
N I pier on elder of the bounds thereof,” and the preſbytery 
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LT may en g out that one - bagle. a of 3 on 
breach of the Eord's day,..diiobedience io parents, 
5 85 of ſwearing, curſing, ſcolding, fighting, lying, cheat» 
| ing or ſtealing, may be clot ed with ſuch circumſtances 
„ Wis as may be a jult ground of proceſs. immediately, u 
\ If even bring the perſons guilty under the cenſure of the 
llleſſer excommunicat on and Juſpenhon. from the benefit 
. of the ſealicg ordinances, and require their appearaice 
4 in preſence of the congregation to be rebuked, beſbte 
Telaxation, but the weight of this is duly to be Pondeted, 
and church judicatories and members thereof, are to 
anſider, whether private admonition of the perſons ab 
doed and To guilty of the above 3 it dit 
. 'cloathed with, ſuch circumſtances of bringing them to the 
public, will tend moll to edification, and Proveed AC? 
| | Wen Ya UAE ; | 
. 2. But or dinarily.j in al ſach- offences, the guilty for. k 
5 the firlt fault would. he ſpoken, to in private by the i- 
? | _Nilſter or an elder and dmoniſbed, and on promiſe from 
bas © A ſen'e of gvilt to amend the may fit there. 
4 3. But if the perſon relapſe, he ſhould de called be- | 
: = the ſeſſion, and if found guilty may be there judici- 
| A's rebuked, where the ſeſſion on promiſe, from a due | 
/ '\ Tenſe of fin, toamend, may again fill... 2 
„ 4. But if the perſon amend not Alter that, the felon Db 
"ſhould orderly. proceed, ut leſs. repentance appeat and 
due ſatisfaction be offered, till they, inflict the cenſure of 
"the leſſet excommunication. and ſuſpenſion from the ba- 
neſit ef the ſealing ordinances, under which the cenſu- 
| 1 are to ly Hill amendment and reſormatign. 
1 n to ſcandals, the groſſaeſa whereof 
| aha} it ary to bring the perſons guilty oſtener 
8 once beſore the W rules 5 
eee ee e ee wee ee . 


* "7 - ; 
. 1 ; , N » 


| | obſcene, and clothed with ſuch circumſtances, as may 


| Al aſt of cat em ans my 
8 8 went to be followed. i 
If the gui continue in this condition, 

- tf orker the b of "the lefſer encommunlestien d mY 

- roaſiderable time, and yet be found frequently relapſing 

£ | inf theſe-vices they are/cenſured for, it may be conltra- 
ed fach degree of contumacy, and {To aggtavate the 

rims 48 to found a prücefs of the cenſare of the hi her 

ee eee es bt is to be Cite or he als 

to the reclaimin the * 

8 8 A pr: 4 x 
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quently out, that hen the matter ĩs p ut to the 
zal, ull that can be proven is but e: _— of guilt 
or ſedndelous behaviour, and not the act of uncleanneſe, 
the ſame being a work of darkneſs ;;, and therefore this 
Nould oblige the kirk ſeſſion to be very cautious how 
to admit the public entering a mow without good 
warrand, where there is not a child e 
| the ſcandal be very flagrant. 

2: Many of theſe aQtions which give occaſion to ho 
walks a ſcandal” of uncleanneſs, are ſuch as are not 
C lves alone publicly cenſurable, but io be paſt by | 

4, vith a private rebuke or admonition. _ 
_ + 21 Yer ſome of theſe achious which come under the 
* of ſeandalous behaviour. may be ſo laſcivious and 


de ns offenſive as the act olf uncleanneſs vl, and as 
cenfurable, pn 
4. If a married woman mile huſband bath been hob 
| i abſent for a conſiderable time, beyond Ihe '0rdj- 
nary time chat women uſe to go with child, be ſound 
with child, this alſo may. give ground to A kick ſefin 
Yor 3 proceſs againſt ber; bye in this caſe worm | 
wo 


„ . 


111 


F 
| n 1 t 0 deen 
and whether or not the perfor Fut been! 
tire fame before; as alſo how the publie farts 9 
Z. When an unmarried woman is khown'to'be Wit 
child, the fame gives ground to a Kirk ſeſſion "for's 
$ againſt ber, and after lie is cittd"befote' the 
leſſion and 3 h, " the ze to be interrogate who is 
e AG. bind, eee h in other . | 
_ divulging of u ſeeret may be very impradent and ini | 
the raiſing of a ſcandal, yet in this caſe where there is 
a child, whereby there is an ufideniable ſcandal; / * 
the keeping ſecret of the father a ground . of- 


fence, and of TuſpeQing many innocent perſons, if ſhe 
diſcover bot the father, the” is tbe BEG 
contumscious. ; 
=. . that the perſon 
me naweth to be the father of the child, be 22 5 
thereof,” und ſpoke to privately, and if be d 
ſame, he is ſeriouſly Ek e cn: 11 
he ſtill deny, then the laben is 19 cauſe cits him to * 
oo before'them. 
| In this proceſs Ven Ge odere! fatber e 0 
| 4 be is to be interrogate, and if he den W | 
confronted with the woman, and the . 
f particularly held forth as poſſible, and all along there 
_ be rivate treating with him, in all meckneſs, 
ad: ſeriouſneſs, „ Yigg if after all this he deny, , 
3 2 the woman's teſtimony can be no ſufficient ban | 


dence againſt him, yet pregnant ee 
i frequenting ber company, or cund - - 
Moi in due fleck, or in ſulpect poſtures ain ike . 


MN may: fo tay the gullt upon him, as ſhew bim, that 2 


ud becher way of removing the ſcandal, but bis 

appearance to be ablicly rebaked therefore ; if he will 
tot * ſabhaie bimſclr to be” rebuked as above, it perhap 
; = be more for edification that a true narrative of 


be laid before the congregation, and intimatlon 
e K real ane W | 


given that there can be 8 procedure in that 


3 
* 4 


nere st the time, than that an oath be preſt; and 
S 


4) allow the ſme which may 


1 


oF be Jo this purpoſe, 
« IX. B. now, under proceh before pteſbytery of 


for that fin of :- alleged to be commitied by me 
with C. D. and lying. under that grievots flander, 


g. 


being repute as one guilty of that ſin; I for . 
— 


80 


17 


co the ſald p-oceſs and giving ſatisfaction to all g 
_ © pepple, do declare beſore God and this that 
* Im innocent and free uf the ſaid ſin . or 
4 having carnal Knowledge of he ſaid C. O. and here- 
13 by call the great God, the judger and avenger fall 
7 falſhood, to be witneſs and judge againſt-me'in this 
% matter if I be guiky; and this I do by raking his 
«+ biefſed name in my mouth, and ſwearing by him, who 
is, the great judge, puniſher, and avenger as; faid is, 
end that in the ſineerity of my heart according to the 
* truth of the matter and mize on conicience;.'as 1 
„ ſhall anſwer to God in the laſt and great day, When 
" - *«* I ſhall ſtand before bim to anſwer for all thai 1 de. 
| *< inthe fleſh, and a8 I would partake of his glory in 
J _ © heaven aſter this life is at an end. 
8. In' taking this oath for purgation, all tenderneſs 
and caution is to be uſed, not is the ſeſſion to preſs any 
man thereto, but they are to deal with him and bis 
cConſeienee, as in the fight of God, and if he offer to 
- Bive his oath, the judicatory are to accept it or not as 
they ſhall fee cauſe, and then to proceed to remove the 
| ſegngal, wich the advice of the preſbytery, as may be 
möſt to edification; but this oath is not to be taken im | 
that they create ſuch jealouſy, in that congregation. and. 
ſeſſion, that nothing will remove the ſuſpicion but the, 
man's oath of purgation; and hen, his path will pro · 
bably remove the ſcandal. and ſu picion, in a othes 
ea'es this onth is in vain, and ſo ſhould not be admitted, 
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: , aud never but by advice of the preſby tery. W 
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mme coogregation, 21 


. Tie onth for 8 js to be taker! cithes be- 155 


fore the kirk ſeſſion or preſbyrery, or the congregations © 
us the preſbytery ſhall dEtermine, and if the oath be ta- 


ken before the ſeſſion or preſbytery, it is to be intimate. 


to the congregation-that ſuch a perfon hath taken ſuch. 


un oath, and the parry may be obliged to be preſent in 
| | may be put publicly to own his 
purging liynſelf” by oath, and fo be declared free from 

the ulleged ſcandal. r 
10. After an end is made us above with the delated 


"father, the woman is to be dealt with to give the trbe 
father, and if afte all ſerious dealing and due diligence 
| ſhe give no other, the is to be cenſured according to 


the quality of the offence confelt by her, without nam- 
ing the perſon delared by her, the judicatory reſerving 
place for further cenfure upon ſorther diſcovery, 


--* $1; If the woman who hath brought forth the child, 


doth declare ſhe knoweth not the father, alledging ſhe 


Was forced, as ip the fields by a perſon unknyvwn, or 
any the like reaſon; in theſe caſes great prudence is to 
| be uſed, the former b haviour of the woman .exaQly 


ſearched into, and ſhe leriouſly dealt with to be ingenuj- 


i ous, and if ſhe hath been of entire fame, ſhe may be put 


: 


40 it ta declare the truth as if ſhe were upon oath, ben 
not without the ac vice of the preſbytery, and no formal 
oath ſhould be taken, and if the woman confeſs ſhe was 


not forced, but doth not know the man, whether mar- 
ried or unmarried, the ſame cerfure is to be iuflicted 


upon her, as n the caſe of adultery. _ ves,” ad 
12. If a perſon doth voluntarily confeſs ancleanineſs, 
and if there be po child, and the caſe be brought to the 


kirk ſeſſion, the ſeſſion is to inquire what preſumptious 


there are of the truth of the thing confeſt, or what may 
have moved the perſon to make that confeſſion, whe- 


ther it floweth from difquietneſs of mind, or from ſini- 
ſtrous delign, as when a man ſuing to a woman for mor- 


riage is denied, and for revenge, or for to obtain his 
defire, ſpreads the report that he hath been guilty "with 


| her, they are to be dealt with, according a3 the per- 


ſumptions upon ſearch,” are found, or not, 7 
| | 2 | % g . * 13• K Ks 


eb, and that it is falſe, the perſon confeſſing is 


| Al cenſbred as defaming himſelf, and likewiſe © as z 
- flanderer of the other patty; and withal application is 


to be made by the ſeſſion to the civil magiſtrate, that he 
i! be puniſhed according to law. 

\ 148 If there be need of witneſſes, the direQions for- 
. merly mentioned (chap. 2d.) are to be followed. 

oj 15. When perions guilty of uncleanneſ; live one in 
one- pariſh," and another in another pariſh, the. proce 


10 them, and cenſures are to be before the ſeſſion of 
riſh where the woman liveth, or where the ſcan- | 


4a ' moſt nottour,, _ 
16. If a ſcandal of uncleanneſs be committed where 
neither parties reſide, a8 if perſons having their fixed 


ther pariſh, or perhaps i in the fields, or in the time of 


Ii be found 70 $25 b * 4 


* 


* 


relidence in one pariſh do commit uncleanneſs in ano- / 


| Fairs or mercats ; in theſe caſes, they are to be proceſſed 
and cenſured where their ordinary abode is, except the 
place of their abode be at a conſiderable, diſtance from 
the place where the fin was committed, and. the ſcandal 
| be moſt flagrant where it was committed. 


17. Whenthere is a ſcandal of oncleanneſs whereof 


erſons are guilty living in different n the ſeſſion 
| 8 the 55 Was l is to acquaint the other 
: ſeſſions where any of the perſons ay. wag are cx 
| > gcbits to cauſe ſummon theſe perſons before 
* \that ſeſſion, where the ſcandal is to 3 


el another congregation than his own, and the cenfore 
ef the leſſer excommunication is inflicted, the ſeſſion is 
to ſend an account thereof to that ſeſſion to which be 


his own ſeſſion, to fix the cenſure on him, but only a 
, public wor thereof io be made in his own pariſh. 
19. When # perſon is cenſured and abſolved from his 


is to bring a teſtimonial of bis abſolut ion, which is te 


dal be allo Cas 


— — 


© 18. When a perſon, is convict of eandal 1 a ſeſſion . 
belongs, but there is no need of any other ſentence of 


ſcandal in another copgregation tban where he lives, be 


de intimate to the congregation he ves in, if the ſcan- 
4 or 3 eee it a 2 


% 
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be dome in the caſe of the profeſſion of repentance wh 
| there has been d ſentence of the leſſer excmmunieati 
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"FX procedure or a4 ws COL ee may * 
xal to the ernte! dy declaring and proteſting at paſ- 

185 of the r and ſhould thereupon according to 
the eight act of the general aſſembly 1694, give in the 
appeal with the reaſons thereof in write, to the modera- 
tor or clerk of the ſeſſion, within the ſpace of ten days 
aſter the time of appealing, and procure extracts thereof, 


- 


5ntImate the ſame to the ſeſſion, and the fame is tg 


a by 
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und preſent the ſame to the next meeting of the preſby- 


tery thereafter, if there be a competent time, at 

ten days free” betwixt the time of appealing and ) 
meeting of the preſhytery ; and ſhould then inſiſt in tue 
appeal, wherein if the appealant fail, the appeal 1% 
_ {a&to falls and becomes null, and the appealant is to 


held as contumacious, and proceeded againſt qgcord. 


ingly by the kirk ſeſſion. "WIL e 
2. When an »ppeal is brought from a kirk ſeſſion te 

a preſbytery, the preſbytery is to conlider, whether the 
cauſe is of that nature, as it hehoveth at length to come 
to the preſbytry by the courſe of diſcipline, before the 
| final determination thereof; as if it be in a proceſs of al» 
ledged aduſtery or ſuch like, then the preſbytery to fave 
themſelves time may fall upon the conſideration of the 
affair without infifting much upon the bene or male ap- 
pellatum, though it ſeem to be prepoſterouſſy appealed. 
3. But if the cauſe be ſueh as the kirk ſeſſion are the 
competent and proper judges of, even to its ultimate 
deeiſion, and if there hath been po cavſe given by the 
kirk ſeſſion, by their breaking the, rules of an orderly 


| proceſs, either by the courſe of the proceſs,. or by the. 


competency af the ceafure,. zho preſbytery i not t 
ſuſtain the appeal. l 15 | , + i 


i 


: E 


223 


I ide PER > pot ſuſtain the appeal, and flad 
Uhre hath been ſome fault, p mon or” cul able miſtake | 

.  'Tn.theappealapt, thePÞrelbytery is to inflict ſome cenſure, 
ſuch as a reproof before the ey befor or appoint an ac-, 


knowleging of their precipitancy before their own ſeſſion 
ot ſuch like, on theſe appealers they find to have been 
.... *Inalicious and litigious, thereby to prevent unneceſſa · 
ty appeals, and that beſide remitting back to the ſeſſion, 
to ſtand either to the cenſure of the ſeſſion, if it be in- 
flicted already, or 10 ſiſt themſelves during the -procels 
%%% / CT. 
J. If the appeal be ſuſtained, and yet upon proceed- 
zug on the cauſe the presbytery find the appealant cenſu- 
- Fable, it is always to be mi ded, that whatever cenſure 
be inflicted to remove the offence be hath given to the 
Ferne , yet the appealant if found guilty is to under - 
go a cenſure, either before the kirk ſeſion or congrega - 
tion he belongs to, ſuch as the presbytery thinks he de- 
ever, elle preabyteries will be always troubled with ap- 


8. þ F „ 
6. If on the other hand: on trial of the proceſs, the 
presbytery find the kirk ſeſſion hath unwarrantably pro- 
--ceeded, either in contributing to the railing of a {cans 
dal, 6þ in flictiog the cenſure without a ſufficient cauſe, 
and thereby the appealant leaſed ; the ptesbytery is not 
only to affoilzie the appealant; but to take ſuch ways as 
may be proper and eſſectual to vindicate the appealant's 
_ Innocency, and wipe off the ſcandal taken at him. 
7. Herein the presbytery is to exerciſe great prudence, 
doing juſtice to the innocent, yet ſo, as not to weaken 
the Kirk ſeſſion's authority in that congregation, if in 
Juſtice it can be avoided, Nr Wh TR 
8. But ſuch an cmergent may very well gccafion the 
E -: \ presb tery's giving the miniſter and elders of that ſeſſion 
© | fuitable in junctions and rules to walk by, or private ad- 
1 7 inns or to call for a viſitation of their ſeſſion re- 
giert. | CPUs, 4 1 df, 
9. The ſame method is to be followed in appeals from 
prevbyieries to ſynods, and from ſynods to. general aſ- 
Ns | "3, "0 AS... 
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10, An appeal being made by parties, ſhould fiſt the 
execution of the ſentence appealed from, only while the 
appeal is duly and diligently proſecute, and may there- 
be determined, otherwiſe not, unleſs the judicatory 

_ appealed to, receive the appeal, and take the affair be- 
fore them, and in that caſe the judicatory appealed 
from, is to ſiſt until the appeal be diſcuſt. 1895 


4 | CH A P. VI. . 
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Concerning Proceſſes, which natively begin at the Kirk» 
| feſſren, but are not ts be brought to-a final determina- 
. tion by them, * TL 


HERE are ſome proceſſes, - which natively begin 
at the kirk ſeſſion, which, for the atrocity of 
the ſcandal, or difficulty in the affair, or general con- 
cern, the ſeſſion having the opportunity of frequent 
meetings of the presbytery to have recourſe there unto, 
do not determine of themſelves, ſuch as ſcandals of in- 
ceſt, adultery, trilapſes in fornieation, murder, atheiſm, 
;idolarry, witchcraft, charming, and hereſy and error, 
vented and made public by any in the congregation, 
ſchiſm and ſeparation from the public ordinances, pro- 
ceſſes in order to the higheſt cenſures of the church, and 
continued  contumacy ; but the kirk ſeſſion having re- 
ceived information of ſuch groſs ſcandals, they are to 
weigh the ſame according to the rules and directions 
pre ſeribed them in proceſſes, which belong to their pe- 
culiar province, and if they ſind good ground for a pro- 
ceſs, they ars to deal with the perſon accuſed to con - 
feſs, that which now cannot be bid nor amended, till 
ſatisfaction be made to the church, which when done, 
the ſeſſion is to refer the caſe, and ſend an extract of 
their procedure thereanent to the presbytery. 5 
2. When there is no confeſſion of the ſcandals above- 
mentioned, the ſeſſion are not to proceed to lead probar 
tion by witneſſes or preſumptions, till an account 
the matter be brought by reference to the presbytery 2s 


aforeſaid, and the presbytery do thereupon appoint the 
b HER | ſeſſion 


{ſion to proceed and lead probation ; and after probs · 

tion is led, the ſame is to be brought to the presbytery, 
who may inflit what cenſure they ſee cauſe. 

3. Sometimes it will fall out that the proceſs ie ſo 
clear, as in a caſe of judicial confeſſion, that the kirk 
ſeſſion may ſummon. the delinquent when before them 
aApud acta, to compear before the presbytery, without 


previous acquainting them thereof, but where there is 


any difficulty, the kirk ſeſſion ſhould inform the pres · 
bytery and take their advice beſore a party be ſummoned 
beſore them. 1 e r 
4. When the party or parties compear before the 
presbytery, if they confeſs and profeſs repentance for 
their ſin, then the presbytery having gravely rebuked, 
and ſeriouſly exhorted the party or parties, are to deter- 
mine the cenſure, and preſcribe the time and place of 
the parties, their profeſſion of theirrepentance publickl 
in the church of that congregation where the proceſs 
began, the ſcandal being there to be taken away, or re- 
mit them to the ſeſhon to receive orders thereanent, 

5. It is thought more fit that the delinquents be ap · 
pointed to remove the ſcandal in the congregation, where 
the offence is moſt flagrant, eſpecially if they reſide 
there, rather than in the place where it was committed, 
if it be not public there, and that intimation of the re- 
moving thereof be made in other places, if the judica- 
tory ſhall find it needful. e 2 

6. When perſons cenſured for theſe groſſer ſcandals 
do apply to the kirk ſeſſion for relaxation, they may 
beth be privately conferred with, and likewiſe their ac- 
knowlegments heard before the ſeſſion, but they ought 
not to be hrought before the congregation, in order to 
their abſolution, ne abſolved, but by advice and order 


of the preabaterrx. 


3 . 
HA VI. 
Concerning Proceſſes againſt Aeg ert. 


MIL proceſſes againſt any miniſter, are to begin be- 
| fore the presbytery to which he belongeth, and 
not before the kirk ſeſſion of his own pariſh. ks 
2. The credit and ſucceſs of the goſpel (in the way 
of an ordinary mean) much depending on the entire 
credit and reputation of miniſters, their ſound doctrine 
and holy converſation, no ſtain thereof ought lightly 
to be received, nor when it comes before a judicatory 
ought to be negligently enquired into, or when found 
evident, ought to be flightly cenſured. * 
3 And becauſe a ſcandal committed by a miniſter 
hath on theſe accounts many aggravations, and once 
raiſed, though it may be fonnd to be without any 
ground, yet it is not eaſily wipt of; therefore a pres- 
| bytery would exactly ponder by whoſe information and. 
complaint it comes firſt before them, and a presbytery 
is net ſo far to receive the information, as to proceed to 
the citation of a mĩnĩſter, or any way begin the proceſs, 
until there be firſt ſome perſon, who under bis hand 
gives in the complaint with ſome account of its proba- 
| bility, and andertakes to make out the lybel 249. Or 
at leaſt do before the presbytery undertake to make it out 
under the pain of being cenſured as flanderers. Or 
3tio. That the fama clamoſa of the ſcandal be fo great, 


ſelves neceſſitate to begin the proceſs, without any p 


as that the presbytry for their own vindication ſee 1 4 
d de 


ticular accuſer: but the presbytery in this caſe woul * 
careful, firſt, to enquire into the riſe, occaſion, brotch- 7 
ers and grounds of this fama clam:ſa 3 
4. All chriſtians ougbt to be fo prudent and wary in 
accuſing miniſters of any cenſurable fault, as that "oy 
ought neither to publiſh nor ſpread the ſame, net accu 
the miniſter before the pre-bytery without firſt acquaint- 
ing the miniſter himſelf if they can hve acceſs thereto, 
and then, if need be, ſome of the moſt prudent of he 
1 B 2 | miniizers + .* 
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ſull copy, with a l 


g Ie 1 . 
miniſters and elders of 4 presbytery, and their advice 
got in the affair. J' | 
J. If there ſhall be ground found to enter in a pro- 
_ ceſs againſt'a miniſter, the presbytery ſhould firſt conſi- 
der the lybel, then order him to be cited, and to get a 
Hef th witneſſes names to be led 
for proving thereof, *and a formal citation in'write is to 
be made either perſonally, or at his dwelling houſe, 


bearing a competent time allowed to give in anſwer to 


the lybel, and his juſt defence and objections againſt 
"witneſſes, at leaſt ten free days before the day of com- 
pesrance, and the citation ſhonld bear the date when 
given, and the names of the witneſſes to the giving 
thereof; and the execution bearing its date, with the 
names and deſignations of the witneſſes ſhould be made 
in write; and ſigned by the officer and witneſſes, which 
being accordingly returned, he is to be called, and if 
be compear, the lybel is to be read unto him, and he is 


_ © to'beenquired if he has any anſwers to give in to the ly- 


del, that they may be read and conſidered, in order to 


. the diſcuſſing of the relevancy, and if the presbytery 


find the ſame; and that there is cauſe to inſiſt, they are 
to endeavour'to bring him to a confeſſion, whereby he 
may moſt glorify God; and if he confeſs, and the mat- 
ter confeſt be of a ſcandalous nature, cenſurable in o- 
thers, ſuch as the fin of uncleanneſs, or ſome other 
. "groſs ſcandal; the presbytery (whatever be the nature of 

bis peniteney, though to the conviction of all) are in- 
anter to depoſe him ab officio, and to appoint him in 
dauue time to appear before the congregation where the 
feandal was given, and in his own pariſh, for removing 
the offence,” by the public profeſſion of his repentance. 


56. If a miniſter be accuſed of any ſeandal, and cited 


to appear before his own presbytery, and do abſent hini- 
ſelf by leaving the place, and be contumacious without 
making any relevant excuſe, after a new publie citation 
"and intimation made at his own church when the con- 
gregation is met, be is to be holden as conſeſt, and to 
be depoſed and cenſured inftanter with the lefſer excom- 
munication; but if after ſome time he do not * 
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of theſe things now laid to the miniſter's charge, were 


3 F 
and ſubjeet himſelf to ſhe cenſures of the church, be 
may be proceeded againſt till he be cenſured with the 


greater excommunication, if the judicatory ſee cauſe 


— 


for it. 1104 

. If the miniſter accuſed do appear and deny the ſact 
after the relevancy is found, the presbytery proceeding 
to probat ion, and to find thę truth of the matter, all 
the circumſtances are to be exactly canvaſſed, and tbe. 
accuſed heard to object againſt the witneſſes, As alſo, 


he ſhould, be allowed to be preſent at the examination, 


and modeſtly to'croſs interrogate, and then the reputa» 
tion of the witneſſes and their hability duly regarded, 
and the examination confidered. If after conſideration 


of all thele, the judicatory ſball find the ſcandal ſufficĩ - 


ently proven, they are to proceed to cenſure, as adviſed 
in the caſe of confeſſion in paragraph Stb. 
8. If the matter laid tothe miniſter's charge be ſuch 
practices as in their own nature maniſeſtly ſubvert that 
order, unity and peace, which Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed in 
his church, or unſoundneſs and hetrodoxie in doctrine, 
then great caution would be uſed, and the knowlege and 
underſtanding of witneſſes much looked into, and withal, 
if the errors be not groſs and ſtriking at the vitals of re- 
ligion, or if they be not pertinaciouſly ſtuck unto, or 
induſtciouſly ſpread, with a viſible defign to corrupt, or 
that the errors are not ſpreading among the people, 
then lenitives, admenitions, inſtructions, and frequent 
conferences are to be tried to reclaim without cutting 
off, and the advice of other presbyteries ſought ;- and 
unleſs the thing be doing much hurt, ſo as it admits of 
no delay, the ſynod or general aſſembly may be adviſed 
with in the affair, and the ſame intimate to the miniſter 
concerned. | er R i ER 

9, If the lybel and complaint brought againſt a mini- 
ſer be a multitude of imaller things laid together, as ſe- 
veral acts of negligence or other unſuitable actions, the 
presbytery in proceeding therein are to make a presby- 
terial viſitation of that pariſh to which the miniſter be- 
longs, and at the {aid viſitation, are firſt to ſee if any 


B 3 - _* committed 


E 3 
committed prior to the laſt . viſitation of that 
\pariſh, and whether they were then laid to his charge, 
and if they were not, it would be tryed how they come 
to be laid to his charge now. A e 
10. If the presbytery find theſe things laid to bis 
charge. to be committed ſince the laſt viſitation, or find 
a ſatisfying reaſon wherefore they were not then tabled, 
they are to enquire what diligence hath been uſed in ac · 
quainting the miniſter with the offence taken at theſe 
- things when f1:ſt committed by him, and how far the 
m niſter hath been guilty of giving offence, after he 


5 knew offence to be taken. 


11. It would likewiſe in this caſe be enquired, whe- 
ther any of the complainers did firſt in a prodent private 
way inform any of he neighbour miniſters, of ſome of 
theſe things committed by their miniſter, who is now. 
challenged; before theſe offences eame to be ſo many, 
26 to merit a'public and ſolemn trial, and accordingly 
the presbytery is to judge . 
12. If the presbytery find upon trial, the complaint 
to reſolve upon the miniſter's having committed ſuch 
acts of infirmity or paſſion, as conſidering all the cir- 
cumſtances may be either amended and the people ſatis- 
fied, and no ſuch offence taken, or at leaſt not to re- 
main, ſo as to hinder the miniſter's profiting the people, 
and that the offence was taken by the miniſter's own 
people only or mainly; then the presbytery is to take 
all prudent ways to ſatisfy and reclaim both miniſter and 
people, and do away the offence. . | 
13. But before a miniſter depoſed for ſcandalous car- 
riage can be reſtored to the exerciſe of the miniſtry, 
there would not only be convincing evidences of a deep 
forrow ſor ſin, but an eminent and exemplary humble 
walk, and ediſying converſation, ſo apparent and con- 
. vincing as hath worn out and healed the wound the 
ſcandal gave. | 
| 14. Immediately on the miniſter's being depoſed by 
che presbytery, the ſentence is to be intimate in his 
congregation, the church declared vacant, the Planting 
thereof with another miniſter haſtened, and never * | 
„ | „ lay 


r — 


5. The preſbytery finding the kirk ſeſſion hath oder · 
| | - | | 


oh, I . 5 4 
eyed on the expectation of his being -reponed,. it being 
z{moft impoſhble, that ever he can prove uleful in that 
pariſh again. N. bs by vw, 3 2 | > * | 
| _ CHAP. VIII. 1 5 8 


-C ohcerging P roceſſes in order to the cenſure of the greater 


| De Excommunication, 
Sn there is a diſtinction betwixt the greater and 
the leſſer excommunication, it ſeems that whatever 
have been the cauſes of the firſt proceſs, yet ordinarily 
all proceſſes that are in order to the greater excommu- 
nication are to be grounded on manifeit contumacy, or 
obſtinate continuance in ſcandalous practices; and where 
there is no manifeſt contumacy, or continuance as afore- 


aid, the leſſer excommunication needs only have 


place. Yet in ſome extraordinary caſes, the church 


according to ſcripture warrant hath ſummarly excom+ 
municated perſons guilty of nottour atrocious ſeanda 


Jous fins, to ſhew the church's abhorrence of ſuch wick 
edneſs. _ | jj e 
2. Even where there hath been a ſcandal delated, 
and contumacy following by not - appearing, it would 
be conſidered, whether any ſcandalous practice bath 
been proven, or not, if not proven, then only the ſim- 


ple contumacy is to be proceeded againſt, for which it 


were hard to go a greater length than the leſſer encom- | 


munication, - | | | 
3. If the ſcandal hath been proven, and the cenſure 


of the leſſer excommunication intimated "as in chapter 


third ; it ſeems moſt reaſonable that there'be no farther 
proceeding, unleſs rhe ſcandal be groſs, or of an hai- 
nous nature, or that it is ſpreading and inſectious, as in 


© herefies or ſchiſm inthe church. In which caſes contu- 


macy is to be proceed againſt in order to the greater 
excommunication, 266 | 

4. The kirk ſeſſion having brought the proceſs to an 
intimation of the cenſure of the leſſer e communication, 
before they infli& the ſame, they are to refer the affair 
to the preſbytery, bringing their whole proceedings be · 


fore the preſbytery in write, that the preſbytery may 


thereby have a clear and full view of the whole affair. 


ly 


r 
ly proceeded, and that the leſſer excommunicationis 
not ſufficient, and that the affair is ſo weighty as to o- 


blige them to enter on the proceſs, they are to cauſe 
their officer to cite the ſcandalous perſon. So 
6. If the party appear, then the preſbytery is to pro- 


ceed in the enquiry. at the accuſed, about the ſcandal 
alleged and lybelled, and if he deny it, then they are o 


proceed and lead probation as in other caſes.  _ 

7. But if the party appear not, but contemn the ci- 
tation, the preſbytery cauſeth renew the ſame, until he 
hath got three citations, and after the three citations 
he is to be cited out of the pulpit : and for the further 

conviction of all concerned, intimation is to be made, 
that the judicatory will proceed and enquire, into the 
preſumptions or probation of the guilt, and this is to be 
done although the delinquent be abſent. _ 18 


8. Then the preſbytery is to order the miniſter of 
the congregation next Sabbath after ſorenoon's ſermon, 


to acquaint the congregation what proceedings the kirk 
ſeſſion firſt, and thereafter the preſbytery hath made in 
the affair, and how contumacious the party was, and 
that the preſbytery intended to proceed to the higheſt 
cenſure; and the miniſter is gravely to admoniſh the 
party (if preſent) to repent and ſubmit himſelf to the 


diſcipline of the church, threatening him, if he conti- 


nue impenitent, that the church will proceed, yea 
though he be abſent, the miniſter is to acquaint the peo- 
ple, that the church requires him to repent and ſubmit 


as aboveſaid, under the foreſaid certification, 


. There ſhould be three public admonitions, and 3 
preſdbytery ſhould interveen betwixt each admenition 
and if after all, that perſon continue impenitent or con- 
tumacious, the ſame is to be repreſented to the preſby- 
tery, who are thereupon toappoint public prayers thrice 
to be made, in which the miniſter is to exhort the con- 


| pregation ſeriouſly to join with him in prayer, for the 
icandalous, impenitent or contumacious perſon, which 
he is ſolemnly to put up to God, humbly begging that . 


he would deal with the ſoul of the impenitent, and con- 
vince him of the evil of his wa wy | 


10. Theſe public prayers o 


vp 


10 


8. 
f the church are to be put 


„ Fa 3%: | 
up three: ſeveral, Sabbath days, a preſbytery (uhere its 


veening betwixt e 


both in the party ang in all the people. 


their procedure. 


rative of the proceſs, with a diſcourſe concerning the 


were uſed, there remained only that of cutting off the 


he is to pray and deſire all the congregation to join with, | | 


x 


meeting are more N once a month at leaſt) inter- 
public prayer, both to ſhew the 
churches tenderneſs towards their lapſed brother, . their. 
earneſtne(s to have bim reclaimed, and likewiſe to cre- 
ate a greater regard and terror of that dreadſul cenſure, 


nd 


11. If after all, the ſcandalous perſon makes. no ap- 
plication, but continue impenitent; the preſbytery, af- 
ter prayer, is to. paſs ſentence, and appoint a miniſter. 
to intimate the ſame, and to ſhew the preſbyteries reſo- 
lution. to proceed uport ſuch 2 Sabbath as 2 ſhall 
name, for peonouncing that dreadſul ſentence ſolemnly, 
in face of the congregation, unleſs either the party or 
ſome for him, ſignify ſome relevant ground to. ſtop 
12. That day being come, it were fit the miniſter, 
did preach a ſermon ſuited to that ſolemn occaſion, or, | 
at leaſt after ſermon the miniſter ſhould ſhow the con - 
gregation what he is going about, introducing the nar- 


nature, uſe and end of church cenfures, particularly. 
that of the greater excommunication, if he. hath not 
done it fully in his ſermon. _ n 
13. The narrating all the ſteps of the proceſs in or- 
der, ſhewing the churches faithfulneſs and tenderneſs 
towards the ſcandalous perſon, and declaring. his ob- 
ſtinate impenitency ; and that now after all other means 


ſcandalous perſon from the ſociety of the faithful, and 

intimating the churches warrand and order to bim ſo 

to do, by > 4 6176 
14. And beſore the miniſter pronounce the ſentence, 


him therein, that God would grant repentance to the 
obſtinate perſon, would graciovſly bleſs his own ordi- 
nance, and make the cenſure effectual, both to edify - . 


others, and to be a mean to reclaim the obſtinate ſinner. 


15. Then after prayer, the miniſter is with great gray 
vity and authority to pronounce the cenſure, ſhewing 
kis warrand from our Lord's command, and the p_ 

wa | | ul's 


« 


rand in obedience thereunto. and reſuming the ſcanda- 
lous and obſtinate perſon's behaviour, whom he is to 


name; he therefore in the name and authority cf our 
Lord and Maler Jeſus Chriſt doth i» verbi de preſents 


pronounce. and declare him or her excommunicated and 


ſhut out from the communion of the faithful, debatring 


that perſon from their privileges, and in the words of 
the apoſtle, delivering that perſon over to Satan, which 
| ſentence is to be intimate according to the gth act of the 


_ aſſembly Anno 1704. 


16. If aſter prayer or before the cenſure bepronoun- 
ced, the ſcandalous perſon do make any public ſigniſi - 


cation of his repentance; and of his defire to have the 


cenſure ſtopt, the miniſter upon apparent ſeriouſne(s in 
the ſcandalous perſon, which he ſheweth to the congre- 
| gms may thereupon delay pronouncing the ſentence, 

Bil he report to the preſbytery at their next meeting, 
who are then to deal with the ſcandalous perſon as they 
ſhall find cauſe. R | 

17. After the pronunciation of this ſentence, the 
people are to be. warned that they hold thar perſon to be 
caſt out of the communion ot the church, and that they 
ſhun all unneceſſary converſe with him or her, neverthe- 
| lefs excommunication diffolveth not the bonds of civil 


or natural relations, nor exempts from the duties be - 


© longing to them. 


18. Although it be the duty of paſtors and ruling el- 


ders to uſe all dilizence and vigilance, both by doctrine 


and diſcip'ine reſpectively, for preverting and purging. 


out ſuch errors, hereſies, ſchiſms and ſcandals as tend to 
the detriment and diſturbance of the church ; yet be- 
caule it may fall out through the pride and ſtubbornneſs 
of offenders, that theſe means alone will not be effec- 


| tual to that purpoſe; it is therefore neceſſary after all 


this, to imploy the aid of the civil magiſtrate, who 

; Gught to ule his coercive power for the ſuppreſſing of all 

ſuch offences, and vindicating the diſcipline of the ehurch 
om contempt. * N 


15 
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Paul's direction, and 1 the preſbyter ies war. 
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Cee ling the order of proceeding to Abſolution, _ 


*. 27 1 


pear in the excommunicated perſon, ſuch as godly 
focrow, for having incurred God's heavy. diſpleaſu e by 
his ſin, occaſioned grief to his brethren, and juſtly pro- 
voked the church to caſt him out of their cummunion, 


I. after ex communication, the ſigns of repei:tance. ap- 


together with a fill purpoſe of heart to turn trom-his 


lin unto God through Chriſt, and to reform his lite and 


converſation, with an humble defire of recovering peace 
with God and his people, and to be reſtored io the fa- 
' your of God and ligh of his countenance, through the 
" blood of Jeſus Chriſt, and to the communion, of the 


church, and the preſbytery upon his application be la- 
tisfied therewith, and judge that he ought to be abloly- 
ed, and thereupon give warrand for his abſolution; be 8 


is to be brought betore the Nu and there alio 
to make free conteſſion of his fan and ſ crow for it, ts 


call upon God for meicy in Chriſt, to ſeck to be teſto- 
red to the communion of the church, promiſing to God 
through grace new obedience, and more holy and eir - 
eum pect walking as becomes the goſpel, and that this 
r befure the congregation, be as often as © 
urch judicatories ſhall find may be for edification and 
tryal of the profeſſing penitent's ſincerity, and being 
ſatisfied in this, then the miniſter and congregation are 


to praiſe God, who delighteth not in the death of a2 
nner, but rather that he ſh uld repent and live; as al- 
ſo for bleſſing the ordinance of excommunication., and 


making it effectual by h s ſpirit to the recovering of this 
offender, to magnify the mercy of God through, jeſus 
Chriſt, in pardoning and receiving; to his favour the 
moſt grievous offenders whenſoever they unfeignedly 
repent and forſake their fins; but before the min ſter 
proceed to abfolution, he is to pray with the congrega- 
tion to this effect. That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, pro- 


a * phet, prieſt and king of his church, who with the 


<« preaching of the goſpel hath. joived the power to bind 
* and looſe the fins of men, who hath alſo declared, that 
* whatſoever by his miniſters is bound on earth, ſhall 
be bound in heaven, and alſo that what ſoe ver is looſed 


$ ' 
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— i —_——————_— 

<> - '*%, <S 
7 


, 28 J 
2 dy the ſame, ta e looſed and abſolved in heaven, 
© would mercifully accept his creature /V. whom Satan 
ii © of long time hath holden in bondage, ſo that be not 
il only drew him to — but alſo fo hardened his 
. © heart; that he deſpiſed all admonitions, for the which 
his ſin and contempt, the church was compelled to 
© excommunicate him from the ſociety of the faithful ; 
but now ſeeing the holy ſpirit by his grace hath fo 
_ * prevailed, that he is returned and profeſſeth repentance 
* toward God and faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that it may pleaſe God by his ſpirit and grace to make 
him a ſincere and unfeigned penitent, and for the obe- 
dience of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto death, ſo to ac- 
{ » cept of this poor believing and yeturning ſinner, that 
n his former diſobedience be neyer laid to his charge, 
and that he may encreaſe in all godlineſs, ſo that Sa- 
tan in the end may be trodden under feet by the pow- 
A er of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and God may be glori- 
ti © fied, the church edificd, and the penitent ſaved in the 
: 0 7TH on root ry 
2. Then ſhall follow the ſentence of abſolution in 
| 1 theſe or the like words: Whereas thou NV. halt for oy 
« fin'been ſnut out from the communion of the faithful, 
« and haſt now manifeſted thy repentance wherein the 
© church reſteth ſatisfied; I in the name of the Lord 
c Jeſus, before this congregation; pronounce and de- 
kw clare thee abſolved from the ſentence of excommuni- 
cation formerly denounced againſt thee, and do re- 
ceive thee to the communion of the church, and the 
s free uſe of all the ordinances of Chriſt, that thou 
© mayeſ} be partaker of all his benefits to thy eternal 
« ſalvation,” _ 3 d | 
3. Aſter this ſentence of abſolution, the migiſter 
ſpeaketh to him as to a brother, exhorting him to watch 
and pray, and comforting him as there ſhall be cauſe; 
| the elders embrace, and the whole congregation holdeth 
| 


communion with him, as one of their own, and the ah- 
ſolution ſhould be intimate in all the churches where the 
excommunication was intimate, edle 


"Several ' 
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Several Acts and Overtures of the Ge 
%.. era Aſſemblies, C08 


AQ of the general fabh, 1638. Seſf. 23. 24. / De- 
| camper” 17. 18. , 
vent th vepoin of the committee, reed for 
confidering what conſtitutions were to be revived, 
or made of new, they proponed the overtures ſollow - 
ing; which were read and allowed by the whole aſſem- 
bly, or by them referred to the conſideration of the be- 
veral preſbyteries. 7%, 
Anent preſbyteries which have been erected ſince the 
year 1586, It ſeemeth needful, that they be ratified by 
an act of this general aſſembly, and that other preſbyte- 
ries ſhall be erected. where they ſhall be found needful, 
and eſpecially now in the ſynod of Liſmore, according 
to the particular note given there anent. 
The aſſembly ratifieth theſe preſbyteries ſiſce 1486, 
and erected thoſe in Liſmore, conform to the note re. 
giſtered in the books of aſſembly. 
Anent the keeping of preſbyterial meetings ; it is 
thought fit that they be weekly, both in ſummer and 
winter, except in places far diſtant, who during the 
winter ſeaſon, (that is between the firſt of October and 
the firſt of April) ſhall be diſpenſed with for meeting 
once in the fourteen days, and that all abſents be cen- 
ſured, eſpecially thoſe who ſhonld- exerciſe and add, ac- 
cording to the AR of aſſembly 1582. at St. Andrews, 
April 24. Seſſ £2. and that fome controverted bead of 
doctrine be handled in the preſbyterie publicly, and di- 
puted among the brethren, every ſitſt preſbytetie of the 
month, according to the act of aſſembſy dolden at Dan- 
dee 1 598. deff. 12. 
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Anent the viſitation of particular kirks' within pres - 
DPyteries ; it js thought expedient that it be once every 
year, wherein a care is to be had, among other things 
neceſſary, that it be tried, how domeſtic exerciſes of re- 
ligion be exerciſed in particular families, and to ſee what 
means there are in every pariſh in Land ward, for cate- 

cbiſfing and inſtructing the youth. | | 

Ihe aſſembly alloweth this article. 

IV. Auent the viſitation of kirks, ſchools and col- 
leges; it is thought meet that the acts of aſſembly-hold- 
eu at Edinburgh the 25th June, 1565. Self; 2, be put 
in execution; that the miniſters of the hin, the 
principal, regents, and profeſſors within colleges, and 
maſters, and doctors of ſchools, be tried concerning the 

Pundneſs of their judgment in matters of religion, their 
adi ity for diſcharge of their r and the honeſty, of 

their converſation, as the act of aſſembly at Edinburgh, 
June 21. 1567. Seſſ. 3. and the act of the aſſembly hol- 
den at Montroſe, 1595 Seff. 9. do import; and this vi- 
ſitation of colleges to be by way of commiſſion from the 

general aſſembly. ; 5 | 

The general aſſembly alloweth this article, 

V. Anent non reſidents; it is thought neceſſary, that 
every miniſter be obliged to reſide in his own parochin 
at his ordinary manſe, for the better attending of the 
duties of his calling, conform to the acts of afemblies, 


Liz. Ad of aſſembly at Edinburgh, March 24, 1595. 
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Seff. 7. as alſ» act at Edinburgh, December 25. 1563. 
Seſſ. 5. and aſſembly at Edinburgh, December 25. 1 565. 
Seſſ. 4. aſſembly at Edinburgh,” March 6 1572. Seſſ. 3. 
The aſſembly alloweth this article. | 

VI. Anent the planting of ſchools in Landward, the 
want whereof doth greatly prejudge the growth of the 
go'pel, aud procure the decay of religion; the aſſembly 
g veth direction to ſeveral preſbyteries for the ſettling 
of ſchools in every Landward parochin, and providing 
of men able for the charge of teaching the youth, pub- 
lic reading and preſenting of the plalm, and the catechi- 
ſing of the common people, and that means be Rag” 


21 1 
at PF their entertainment. in * moſt convenient mare 
ner that may be had, according to the ability of the 
We | 

The aſſembly alloweth, and reſerreth the parti- | 

cular cour'e unto the ſeveral preſbyteries. 

| vi. Anent the late 2dmiſſion of miniſters by. preſby- 
teries, and the choice of moderators, according to the 
ancient power of the ſaid preſbyteries; the aſſembly de- 
clareth they had power to do the fame, and ratifieth 
that what hath been done of late of that kind upon ware 
rantable grounds, that hereafter it be not called in 
queſtion. "% 

The aſſembly alloweth this article. 
VIII. Anent'the competency of A and pa- 
rochins, that ſome proportion may keeped, both a- 
nent the number and diſtance of place; it would ſeem 
expedient that this 12 aſſembly ſhould appoint a 
. commiſſion for every where there is ſuch neceſſity 
that the particular paroching and preſbyteries within the 
bounds be duly conſidered, and overtures be theſe of 
the ſame commiſſion given in to the provincial ſynods, 
and by them to the general aſſembly, that there they 


may be adviſed and ratified. 
. The aſſembly referreth this to the care of the 
particular preſbyteries, 


IX. " Anent the entry and converſation of miniſters, it 
is expedient that the act ofaſſembly holden at Edinburgh, 
March 24. 1595. Seff. 7. be ratified, and put in execution 
in every preſbyterie, and to that end, that they get a 
Glove thereof, under the clerks band whereof the tenor 

loweth. IE 
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Ad. xe 7 March 26. of the afedly at Edinbargh 
 N..:2086; 


C0 8 the deſaions in the miniſtry, the ſme bes 
ing at large read out, 1 and conſidered : 

the brethren concluded the ſame, agreeing therewith ; 

and in reſpect that by God" grace, they intend reforma+ 


tion, and to ſee the tir and miniſiry purged, to the ofe@ ; 


— 
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ede wer may have — . ſutceſs, they think it neceſſary 
thai this aſſembly be humbled, fer wanting fuch cure as be- 
came in ſuch pointi, as is ſet down,and ſom: z calous and godly 
brethren in doctrine, lay them out for their better humili- 
ation; and that they make ſolemn promiſe before the ma. 
gefly of God, and make new covenant with him for a more 
* warefal and reverent diſcharge of their miniſtry, To 
the which effett was 'choſen Mr. Fobn Davidſon ; and 
 Taeſday next at nine hours in the morning appointed in 
the new kirk, for that effet? ; whereunto none is to reſort 
ut the minifiry ; the form to be adviſed the morn in pri- 


ry conference, | ＋ 


The tenor of the adviſe of the brethren,' depute 

for penn ing the enormities and corruptions in 

the miniſtry, and remead thereof, allowed by 
the general aſſembly here conveened, 1596. 


TE Corruptions in the Office. A 
FOR ar much as by the too ſullden admiſton and light 
; trial of perſons ts the miniſiry, cometh to paſi that 
many ſcandal: fall out in the perſons of miniſters ; it would 
be ordained in time coming, that mote diligent inquiſition 
arid trial be uſed of all ſuch perſons as ſhall enter into the 
miniſtry. ö B 
1 I Faru theſe points. That the intrant ſhall be poſed 
aon his conſcience, before the great God (and that in 
rfl grave manner) what meveth him to accept the office 
And charge if the miniſtry upon him. 1 / 
Dat it be inquired, if any by ſolfſtation or mo en, di- 
rectli or indiredtly, preaſe ts enter in the ſaid office ; and 
if it be found that the ſoliſter be repelled, and that the 
presbyterie repel all ſuch of their number from voting in 
' the election or adiniſien at ſhall be found moyeneri for The 
' follicitor, and poſed upon their conſcience to declare the 
' truth to that effedt. 5 | 
Thirdly, becauſe by" preſentations, many forcibly are 
thruſt into the miniſtry, and upon congregations, that ut- 
| | rar thereafter that they were not called by G od ; it would 
* provided that none ſeek preſentations ts benefices with» 


* 
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vat advice of the precbyterie, within the bound whereof 
the benefict ir, and if any do in the contrary, they to be 
repelled as rei ambitun. 
' . That the trial of perſons to be admitted to the miniſtry 
hercafier, eonfeft not only in their learning an abilily ta 
preach, but alſo in conſcience, and feeling, and ſpiritual 
wiſdom, and namely iu the knowlege of the bounds of their 
calling in doctrine diſcipline and wiſdom to behave him- 
felf accordingly with the diuerſe ranks o perſons within 
his flock, as namely with athigſti, rebellivus weak conſci- 
ences, and ſuch other wherein the paſtoral charge is moſt 
hythed ; and that he be meet to ſtop the mouths of the ad- 
verſaries,. and ſuch as are nat qualified in theſe points to 
be delayed to further trial, and while they be found qua- 
lified.” And becauſe men may be found meet for ſome pla» 
ces who are net meet for others, it would be confidered, 
rhat the principal places of the realm be provided by men 
of moſt worthy gifts, wiſdom and experience, and that none 
take the charge of greater number of people nor they are 
able to diſcharge ; and the afſembly to take order berewith, 
and the act of the provincial of Louthain, made at Lin- 
lichpsw, to be urged. * — ty ls 
That ſuch as hall be found not given to their book and 
Nudy of ſeripture, not eareful 10 have boaks, not given 10 
Jandification and prayer, that fludy not to be pewwerful 
and ſpiritual, not applying the doctrine to corruptions, 
which is the paſtoral gift, obſcure and tos ſcholaſtic before 
the people, cold, and wanting of ſdiritual zeal, negligent 
in fling of the fick and caring for the poor, or indiſcreet 
in chufing of parts of the. word not meeteſt for the flocks 
fatterersr and diſſembling at public fins, and ſpecially of 
great perſonages in their congregation, for flattery or ſor 
fear, that all fuch perſons be cenſured, according to the 
degree" of their faults, and centinuing therein, be de» 


rived, 


© That ſuch ar be flothſul in the miniſtration of the ſacra- * | 


ments and irreverent, as prophaners receiving the clean 
and unclean, ignorants and ſenſeleſs prophane, and mak- 
ing no conſcience +4 their profeſſion in their calling and ſa- 

milies, emitting due trial or uſing none, er light trial, 
„ C | | having 


/ 


| having reſpect in their CF 7 | © i «wherem there it 
maniſeſt corruption ; that all ſuth be ſharply rebuked, and 
if they continue therein that they be depoſed, 
Wi  . Andif anybe founda Aller of the ſacraments,. that 
Wit Ge be depoſed ſimpliciter: and ſuch as collude with flan. 
" Uerous perſons in diſperſing and over ſecing them for mo». 
ney, incur the like puniſhment. That every miniſter be 
charged to have a ſeſſion. eſtabliſhed of the meet men in 
his congregation, and that diſcipline ſtrile not only upon 
Ferre for, as whoredom, bloodſhed, Oc but upon fins re- 
| _ frgnantio the word of God, as blaſphemy of God, banning, 
: prophaning of the ſabbath, diſobedient to parents, idle, 
unruly ones without calling, drunkards, and ſuch like de- 
oh  boſhed men, as make not conſcience of their life and ruli 
ef their ſamilier, and ſpecially of education of their. chil+ 
en, lying; flandering and backbiting, and breaking of 
promiſes ; and this to be an univerſal order throug 
th: realm, &c. and ſuch like as are negligent herein, and 
continue ther:in after admonitiom be depoſed. MW 
That none falling in public flanders, be received in their 
fellowſhip of the kirk, except his minifler have ſome ap- 
pearance and warrand in conſtience, that he hath both 4 
feeling of fin; and apprehenſion of mercy, and for this es: 
Jett, that the minifler travel with bim by defirine and 
private inſtruction to bring him hereto, and ſpecially in 
the doctrine of repintance, which being wg " the 
public place of repentance ir turned in a mocking. \ © 
' » Dilapidation of benefices, dimitting of them for ſaveur 
oer money, that they become laick patronapes, without ad. 
viſe of the kirk, and fach like 1 benefcer, 
hy tranſactien and tranſporting of themſ:Ives by that occa 
| from, without the knowledge of the hirk, preciſely to be pu · 
niſhed : Such like, that ſetting of takes without the con- 
fent of the aſſembly, be 22 according o the att1 ; 
and that the dimitters in favours for money, or otherauiſe 


h 2 Heck abo ritten, be puniſhed as ile Dilapi. 
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 Corrugtions in their Perſunt and Liver. 


7 Hat ſuch as ate 45 and wanton in their behaviours 
©. 4 in gorgeous and light apparel, in ſpeech, in uſing 
light and prophane company, unlewſul gaming, as dan- 
cing, carding, dicing and ſuch like, not beſeeming the 
gravity of a paſtor, be ſharply and gravely reproved by the 
prevbyterie, according to the degree thereof, and cantinu+ 
ing therein after due admonition, that he be deprived, as 
flanderous to the goſpel. 04; ds 
. That miniſters bring found ſwearers or banners, pro- 
phaners of the ſabbath, drunkards, fighters, guilty of all - 
theſe or any of them, be depoſed ſimpliciter, and fuch like; 
liars, detrafers, flatterers, breakers of promiſe, brawlers 
and quarrellers, after admonitios continuing therein, in- 
cur the ſame puniſhment. CREE? & 
| That miniſters given io unlawful andincompetent trades 
and occupatio 505 filthy gain, as holding of eſtleries, ta- 
king of octer befide conſcience and good laws, and bearing 
«vorldly offices in noblemen and gent houſes, merc ban · 
diſe and ſuch lite, buying of victuals, and keeping to the 
dearth, and all ſuch worldly occupations as may difiradt 
* them from their charge, and may be ſlanderous to the paſ= 
toral —_— admonifhed and breught to the actnow- 
 leging of their fins, and if they continue therein, to be 
depo d._. Dh #; | | wy. 
hat miniſlers not refident at their flocks, be depoſed 
aceording to the att: of the general aſſembly, and lar 
the realm, 230 the burthen to be laid on the p 
teriet, and they to be cenſured therefore. | 
. That the aſſembly command all their members, that none 
of them await on the court and affairs thereof, without 
the advice and allewance of their presbyterie. Item, That 
they intend no action civil without the ſaid aduce, except 
. in ſmall matters, and fur remedying the neceſſity, that ſome # * 
miniſters hath to enter in plea of law, that remedy be cra- 
we; that ſhort proceſs be deviſed, to be uſed in-minifter's 
ations, 


* That miniſters take * care in u ſinf godly exe ciſes | 
| 1. 2 | in ; 
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( 
in their families, in teaching of their wives, children, 


and ſervants,” in uſing ordinary \ prayers and reading of 


ſeriptures, in remouimę of offenſive perſons out of their fa- 
milies and furh like other points of godly converſation, and 
good example, and that they at the viſitation of their kirks, 


try the miniſters ſamilies in theſe oven wv, and ſuch 
fore ſa 


as are found negligent in theſe points fore ſaid, after due 
admoenition, ſhall be adjudged unmeet to govern the houſe 


of God, according to the rule of the apoſtle. - 


That nuniſters in all companies ſtrive to be ſpiritual and 


'., Profitable, and to talk of things pertaining to godlineſs, a 
namely of fuch as may firengthen us in Chriſt, inſtruct us 


in our calling, of the means how to have Chrifi's. kingdone 
better eſtabliſhed in our congregations, and to know how 
the goſpel flouriſheth in our flocks, and ſuch like others the 
9 and the remeeds that we find, Ge. wherein 


there is manifold corruptions both in our companying with 
. ourſelves and with others, and that the' contraveeners 
thereof be tried, and ſharply be rebuked. 0 


That no miniſter be Lee to countenance, procure, or 
gue offender challenged by his «wn miniſter, for 
his public offence, er to bear with him, as though hir mi 
niſter wert too ſevere upon him, under the pain of adm - 
nition ind robaling. uh ith is OY 9 L0s 


ff Aſſembly appointed that in all time hereaſter, 
no appellations ſhould be, leaping over either 


preſbyterie or ſynod, but to aſcend by degrees as from 


the kirk ſeſſion to the preſbyterie, or from the preſby- 
terie to the ſynod, and from the ſynod to the general 
aſſembly, except it be after the ſynod be paſt, and im- 
mediately before the general aſſembly, or in the time 
thereof, and renews all former acts made to this effect. 


6d AR anent Miniſter; Catechiſing, and F, amily Erereiſer. 


Aug. 30. 1639. 


Tux Aſſembly conſidering that the long waited-for 


| fruits of the goſpel; ſo mercifully planted and 
. MIS ſpel, 1 7 deed 
4 
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preſerved in this land, D I BW of ourſelves and 
families, ſo ſolemnly vowed to God of late in our co- 


worſhip.of God be carried from the pulpit to every fa» 


venant, cannot take effect, except. the knowlege and 


mily within each pariſh, hath therefore appointed that 
every miniſter, beſides his pains on the Lord's day, 


ſhall have weekly catechiſing of ſome part of the paroch 
and not altogether caſt over the examination of the peo- 


ple, till a little before-the communion. Alfo, that in 
every family the worſhip of God be erected where it is 


not both morning and evening, and that the children 
and ſervants be catechiſed at home by the maſtex of the 
families, whereof account ſhall be taken by the miniſter 
and elders aſſiſting him in the viſitation of every family; 
and leſt they fail, that viſitation of the kirks be ſeriouſly 
followed by every preſbyterie for this end among others, 
The execution ard ſucceſs whereof being tried by the 


ſynods, let it be repreſented to the next general al- 


ſembly. 


A4 anent the chaſing of Kirk Seffont, Seſl. 5. Aug. 15 


A Nent the queſtion moved to the aſſembly, concern- 
ing the election of kirk ſeſſions, the aſſembly or- 
dains the old ſeſſion to elect the new ſeſſion both in 
burgh and land. And that if any place ſhall vaik in the 
ſeſſion choſen, by death or otherwiſe, the preſent ſeſſion 
ſhall have the election of the perſon to fill the vacant- 
room. | 


Act againſt ſlandering of Minift:rs. Seſſ. 13. Avg. 6. 
"SAP | | 1642. | £ 


HE General Aſſembly conſidering the malice of 
1 divers perſons in. railing calumnies and ſcandals: 
againſt miniſters, which is not only injurious to their 
perions, and diſcreditable to the holy calling of the 
miniſtry, but doth alſo prove often a great prejudice 
and hindrance to the promoving of the A do 

mitt C 3 Sy ther: fore 


— anc ys. 


—————— 


2 


LY 


therefore ordain preſbyteries and ſynodi to proceed di- 
ligently in proceſs againſt all perſons that ſhall reproach 
or ſcandal miniſters with the cenſures of the kirk, even 
- to the higheſt, according as they ſhall find the degree 


or quality of the ſcandal deſerve. 


A againſt Mofters avbo have Servants that prophane the 
Lord Day. Seſſ. 11. Aug. 14. 1643. 


E General Aſſembly declares, that the acts made 
| | "againſt Salmond fiſhing upon the ſabbath, or a - 
gainſt any other labour upon the Lord's day, to be not 
only againſt ſervants who actually work, but alſo that 
the ſamine ſhould be extended againſt maſters whoſe hi- 
red ſervants they are. | | 
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Ad concerning diſenting Voices in Pretiyteries and Synodi. 


3B HE Aſſembly thinks it neceſſary, if any member 
== [ of presbyteries or ſynods ſhall find in matters de- 
pending before them, that the moderator ſhall refuſe to 
put any thing of importance to'yoices; or if they find . 
any thing carried by plurality of voices to any deter- 
mination which they conceive to be contrary to the 
word of God, the acts of aſſembly, or to the received 
order of this kirk, that in either of theſe caſes they urge 
their diſſent to be marked in the regiſter, and it y be 
refuſed, that they proteſt as they would deſire to be free 
of common cenſure with the reſt ; and the aſſembly de- 
clares the diſſenters to be cenſurable, if their diſſe 
ſhall be found otherwiſe nor they conceived, 


| +a againſt Lykwakes. | 1645. 


Hereas the corrupt cuſtom of lykwakes hath foſ- 
tered both ſuperſtition and profanity through the 
land. This preſent aſſembly diſcharges the ſame in 
time coming, and appoints presbyteries to take ſpecial 
LF care for trying and cenſuring the tranſgreſſors of this 
TL = within their ſeveral boungs, 5 


- 
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Cal Ns; + cory bid E 39 J * f 1 
Act recommending to Seffions to have the printed At of 
f General Aſſembly, conſidering how 'neceſſary 
1 | it is, that every ſeſſion in a pariſh have the acts 

of the aſſembly for their aſe, doth therefore ſeriouſly re- 
commend to every pariſh and ſeſſion, to buy the printed 

acts of the aſfembly, and ordains presbyteries to crave 
account hereof from every miniſter, beſore their going to 
provincial aſſemblies; and likewiſe, that every provin=- 

cial aſſembly crave account from presbyteries in their 
trials; if every ſeſſion be ſo provided, and that they try 

| 2 diligence of pretbyteries and miniſters uſed for that 


At diſcharging * Dancing. Seſſ, 18. July 19. 
42200 1649. W N 


| E Aſſembly finding the ſcandal and abuſe that 

ariſes through promiſcuous dancing, do therefore 
inhibite and diſcharge the ſame, and do refer the cen- 
ſare thereof to ſeveral presbyteries, recommending it 
to their care and diligence. a | 


AQ concerning Catechifing, Sefl. 30. July 30. 1649+ 


6 i General Aſſembly taking to their ſerious con- 
 ;þ fideration the great darkneſs and ignorance where · 
f in a great part of this kingdom lieth, together with the 
late ſolemn engagement, to uſe all, means for remedy 
thereof, do ordain every miniſter, with aſſiſtance of the 
elders of their ſeveral kirk ſeſſions, to take courſe, that 
in every houſe where there is any who can read, there be 
at leaſt one copy of the ſhorter and larger Catechiſm, 
Confeſſion of Faith, and Directory for Family Worſhip. 
And do renew the act of aſſembly Auguſt 30. 1039. for 
. day of weekly eatechiſing, to be conſtantly obſerved 
in every kirk; and that every miniſter-ſo order their 
_ catethetic queſtions, as thereby the people (who do not 
83 C 4  conveen 
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. . conveen all at one time but by turns unto that ——. 6 


may at every dyet have the chief heads of ſabing know. 


5 lege in a ſhort view preſented unto them, and the aſſem - 
bly conſidering that notwithſtanding of their former act, 


theſe dyets of weekly catechiſing are much lighted and 


neglected by many miniſters throughout this kingdom, 
do therefore appoint and ordain every presbytery to take 


trial of all the miniſters within their bounds once at leaſt 


in the half year, whether they be careful to keep weekly 
Jpets of catechiſing; and if they ſhall find any of their 


number negligent herein, they ſhall admoniſh for the 
firſt fault, and if after ſuch admonition they ſhall not a- 


mend, the presbyterie for the ſecond fault ſhall rebuke 
them ſharply, and if after ſuch rebuke they do not yet 
amend, they ſhall be ſuſpended, oh 


Diredtory for Election of Miniſters. 1649. 


THEN any place of the miniſtry in a congregation 
is yacant, it is incumbent to the presbyterie with 


| all diligence to ſend one of their number to preach to 


that congregation. who in his doctrine is to repreſent 
to them the neceſſity of providing the place with a qua 
liſied paſtor, and to exhort them to fervent prayer and 
ſupplication to the Lord, that he would ſend them a 
paſtor according to his on heart: as alſo he is to ſig - 
nify that the presbyterie out of their care of that flock 


will ſend unto them preachers whom they may hear, 
and if they have a deſire to hear any other, they will 
endeavour to procure them an hearing of that perion or 


perſons upon the ſuit of the elders to the presbyterie. 
2. Within ſome competent time thereafter, the pres · 


byterie is again to ſend one or more of their number 
io the ſaid vacant congregation, on a certain day ap- 
pointed before for that effect. who are to conveen and 
hear ſermon the foreſajd day, which being ended, and 
intimation being made by the miniſter that they are to 


go about the election ol a paſtor for that congregation, 


the ſeſſion of the congregation ſhall-meet and proceed to 


2 | the election, the aclion being moderated. by bim that 


preached, 


— 


- 
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- preached ; and if the people ſhail, upon the intimation 
of the perſon/ agreed upon by the ſeſſion, acquieſce/and 
conſent to the ſaid perſon, then the matter being re- 
rted to the presbyterie by commiſſioners ſent fromthe 
_ " ſeſſion, they are to proceed to the trial of the perion 
thus elected, and finding him qualified; to admit him to 
the miniſtry in the ſaid congregation. | r 
3. Bat if it happen that major of the congrega - 
tion diſſent from the perſon agreed upon by the ſeſſion, 
in that caſe the matter ſhall be brought unto the presby- 
terie, who ſhall judge of the ſame; and if they do not 
| - find their diſſent to be grounded on cauſleſs prejudices, 
they are to appoint a new election in manner above 


- 


4. But if a leſſer party of ihe ſeſſion or congregation 
ſhew their diſſent from the election without exceptions ' 
relevant and-verified to the presbyterie, notwithſtanding 
thereof the presbyterie ſhall go on to the trials and ordi- 
nation of the perſon elected, yet all poſſible diligence 
. and tenderneſs mult be uſed to bring all parties to an 
harmonious agreement. pane aq £74 mw 
FJ. It is to de underſtood, that no perſon under the 
| cenſure of the kirk, becauſe of any ſcandalous offence is 
to be admitted to have hand in the election of a miniſter. 
6. Where the congregation is diſaffected and malig- + 
nant, in that caſe the presbyterie is to provide them - 
with a miniſter. | e 


AR ain Prophanene 5. Edinburgh ——_ Poſt 5 


HE General Aſſembly of this national eburch, ta- 
5 king to their moſt ſerious conſideration, that not- 
- withſtanding of the weighty commands, and dreadful 
threatenings contained in the ſcriptures of truth, and 
the many laudabſe chriſtian laws of this nation, and the 
acts of the general aſſemblies of this church againſt all 
iümpiety and prophaneneſs; yet the open outbreakings 
of wickedneſs are not reſtrained, but God is daily dif. 
| honoured and provoked, the profeſſion of chriſtianity* 
| 7 55 \ ; diſcredited 
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KK credited, and the pernicious infeftion of ill example 
| diffeminated and ſpread abrond, by the abounding ſcan- 


dals of prophane and idle ſwearing, curſing, ſabbath- 
breaking, prophane withdrawing from, and contempt 
' of goſpel ordinances: - yea, oppoſing the diſpenſing of 


them by hindering the planting of churches, and diſ- 
=_ - 


uraging the endeavours of others, for calling and fix-. 
ing a faithful goſpel miniſtry among them, mocking of 
piety and religion, and the exerciſes thereof, fornica- 
tion, / adultery, drunkenneſs, exceſſive tipling, de iſm, 
blaſphemy, and other groſs abominable fins: And 
whereas, not only did the general ane A by their act, 
April 16. 2694. recommend to all miniſters and kirk 
ſeſhons, carefully to apply to the ſeveral m giſtrates of 
their bounds, for putting the acts of parliament againſt 
Propbaneneſs in execution; but likewiſe, this current 
Parliament hath by their acts entituled againſt prophane- 
neſs, June 15. 1693. June 28. 1695. and October 9. 
1696. declared that miniſters, kirk ſeſſiom and preſby<- 
teries, ſhall, by themielves or others in their name, have 
good intereſt to apply for, and purſue the execution of 


the laid acts; ànd albeit execution is ordaiaed to paſs at 


the inſtance of any perſon whatſomever, yet it being 
ially incumbent upon miniſters and church judioa - 
tories to hold hand thereto, therefore that this national 
aſſembly may not be wanting to their duty, in contri- 


bauting their utmoſt endeavenrs for bearing down and 


puniſhing of all immorality and wickedneſs, they do in 
the firſt place, in the awe and dread of the great 
who vill not hold them guiltleſs that break any of his 
commandments, beſeech, warn, and obteſt all the peo; 
ple of this church and nation, to break off their fins by 


repentance, and ſeriouſly in the fear of the Lord, to 
apply themſelves to a ſober, conſcientions, chriſtian and 
eircumſpect walk in all manner of converſation as be · 


comes the proteſſors of the glorious goſpel, of the bleſ- 
ſed God, and of that religion which is pure and unde- 


filed and as they would not incur the heavy diſplea ſure 


and juſt indignation of the holy one, in being excluded 
for ever from ſeeiog his face in peace, and pull * 
| | 5 


God, 
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| land: And next, they do require all the miniſters of 
this church, freely and faithfully to preach againſt the 
forementioned enormous ſins, as the crying fins of the 
time, that people may be brought to a conviction and 
ſenſe of their hainouineſs and danger, and may refrain, 
not only for fear but from contcience, And farther 
they do appoint, that preſbyteries and kirk ſeſſions do 
, faithfully and impartially exerciſe church-diſcipline a- 
gainſt all ſuch ſcandalous offenders, and uſe all fuitable 
means in dealing with their conſciences to bring them 
d unfeigned repentance and reformation, and they ſeri- 
ouſly recommend to miniſters and members of kirk ſeſſi · 
ons, from a true zeal for God, to hold hand to the de · 
lating, informing againſt, and puniſhing of all prophane 
. without reſpect of perſons, by civil pun» 
iſuments, conform to the acts of parliament made in 
that behalf, and that they record their diligence in their 
ſeſſion books, that the ſame may be ſeen by their pres- 
byteries, who are hereby required to make enquiry 
therein at their viſitations; and leaſt any may be found 
backward in performing their reſpective duties, from an 
uuwillingneſs to diſpleaſe or diſoblige perſons of note, 
- who may happen to be guilty, the general aſſembly ear- 
neſtly exhorts all miniſters and elders, and all chriſtians _ 
2 to remember that in this matter they have to do with 
the great and terrible God, whoſe honour is to he pre · 
ferred, and whoſe wrath is to be feared before all otber 
conſiderations whatſomeverz and the overture, that 
' WU whatever miniſter or member of ſeſſion be found faulty, 
| in neglecting to purſue the foreſaid ſcandals in their 
ations, the'ſaid miniſter or member of ſeſſion be com» 
| plained of, and cenſured by the preſbyterie fbr the Grit 
fault, and that the cenſure be recorded; and that the 
ſecond negligence be delated to, and cenſured by the 
fynod ; and that for the third negle& they be cenſured 
by the ſynod with ſaſpenſion, to be recorded in the ſy- 
nod regiſter, and albeit the general afſembly hath full 
confidence in the integrity and zeal of all honeſt chri- 
ſtian magiſtrates, and that they will with firmneſs and 
| | reſolution 
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geſolation, make * ee obligations of their 
' office, and faithfully diſcharge the truſt committed to 
them by God, and the ſupreme authority of this nation, 
yet becauſe a ſlackneſs or backwardneſs may fall out in 
ſome particular places, and there hath been hitherts a 
moſt 3 defectiveneſs, in putting the laws a- 
ainſt prophaneneſs to execution, and fome have refu- 
| 2 to give deputations and commiſſions for that end to 
perſons who have been duly nominated and preſented to 
chem; therefore the general aſſembly doth recommend 
to each miniſter or kirk ſeſſion, who ſhall find cauſe to 
complain-of a magiſtrate for negligence in executing the 
faid laws, or for refuſing deputation and commiſſion to 
ſuch perſons as are duly elected and preſented to them 
' (from paroches, where there is no ordinary magiſtrate 
_ reſiding) conform to the abovementioned act of parlia- 
ment, October 9. 1696. that they acquaint their preſby- 
teres therewith, and that the ſaid preſbytery having 
uſed all previous means in dealing with the conſeiences 
of the ſaid magiſtrate, without any good effect, do with 
- the kirk agent thereafter purſue the ſaid negligent or 
refractory magiſtrate before the Lords of council or ſeſ- 
fion, according to the foreſaid acts of parliament. And 
laſtly, that theſe preſents be read in all churches within 
this kingdom twice a year from the pulpit, to wit, upon 
the firſt ſabbaths after Whitſunday and Martinmas. 


youny- ß e wu 
Act againſt Abuſer at Lykwakes, Penny Brydali. and 
© promiſcuous Dancing, Eadem Sell. 1701, 


HE General Aſſembly did, and hereby do revive 
the acts of the general aſſembly, 1645. againſt 
 Iykwakes, as alſo the acts of the ſaid afſembly for re- 
ſtraining abuſes at penny-brydals, and likewiſe the act 
of the general aſſembly .1649, diſcharging promiſenous 
dancing, and appoints the ſaid acts to be read in church- 
es before the congregation, and that ſynods enquire at 
preſbyteries concerning their diligence anent the obſer- 
vation of the ſaid acts, and recommends to preſbyteries 
i TÞ — ta 


} 


to have their ne BN further may be nee 
ſaty for ſuppreſſing and preventing abuſes at ſuch occa> 
ions, and give their opinion thereanent to the nest 
general aſſembly. | A 75 


AR chncerningithe' Method and Form of Procedai of yu 
dlicaboriet of the Church pain candalous Perſons, 
Edinburgh, April 4. 1705, Seſſl 6, 


TY 7ITH reſpet to ſcandals, the groffueſs whereof 
makes it 'neceffary to bring the perſons guilty 
oftner than once before the congregation, The general 
aſſembly does here —_ and ordain, that after fach 
perſous are convict before the ſeſſion, it be judicially de- 
clared to them, that they have rendered themſelves un- 
capable of communion with the people of God in ſealing 
ordinances, - and that they be appointed to appear iu 
public to be rebuked for their fin, whether they appear 
penitent or not, conform to the inſtitution, 1 Tim. 5. 
20. And it is hereby referred to the reſpective judica- 
tories of the church concerned, to determine how oft 
ſuch delinquents ſhall appear in public, as they ſhall find 
it to tend moſt for ediſication. And the general afſem«, 
bly ordains, that after a public rebuke, the miniſters 
and eiders be at farther pains in inſtructing the minds of 
the ſcandalous perſons, if ignorant, in eodcertatind to 
convince their conſciences, and to bring them to a due 
ſenſe of their fin, and to an engagement and ſerious re · 
ſolution againſt all known fin, and to the performance 
of all known duty, and that the ſeſſion upon ſatisfaction 
with their knawlege and ſenſe of their fin; do admit 
them to the public profeſſion of their repentance; in or- 
der to abſolution; but if after taking pains on them 
for ſome competent time for their inſtruction and con · 
viction, they ſtill remain grofly ignorant, inſenſible and 


unreformed, the miniſters and elders are to adviſe with | 


the preſbytery of the bounds, and if the preſbytery ſhall 


ſee cauſe ; that then the ſentence of leſſer excommuni- 


cation be publicly pronounced againſt them in face of 
the congregation, from which they are not to 8 
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Act gainſi Prophanation of the Lord's Days Edinburgh, 
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kaxed, nor admitted to make public profeſſion of theie 
tanee in order thereto, till the ſeſſion be ſatisfied 


with their knowlege, ſeriouſneſs and reformation. And 
laſtly, the general aſſembly ordains that the names of 


ſuch as are under the foreſaid cenſure of lefſer excom- 

munication, be publicly read out, the Lord's day-imme- 

diately prevoding that upon which the ſacrament of the 
upper is to be adminiſtred, 


April 10. 1705. Self. 12, 


. T HE General Aſſembly taking to heit ſerious con» 


| lideration the great -prophanation of the Lord's 
day, by multitudes of people vaging idly upon the 
ſtreets, in St. Anne's Yard, and the Queen's park, and 
in divers places of the Weſt-Kirk Paroch, and on the 
Links of Leith, and other places, eſpecially about E- 
ginburgh, and that by perſons of all ranks, many 
whereof are ſtrangers, as the ſame hach been repreſent. 
ed to them by the commiſſioners from the preſbytery at 


Edinburgh, in the name and by the appointment of that 


preſbytery, and conſidering alſd what hath been repre- 


' ſented by ſeveral brethren anent the prophanation of the 
Lord's day in other places of the nation by unneceſſary + 


travelling and otherways ; and the 2 aſſembly be- 
ing deeply ſenſible of the great diſhonour done to the 
holy.God, and of the open contempt of God and man, ' 


 , manifeſted by ſuch heaven -daring prophaneneſs, to the 


expoſing of the nation to the heavieſt judgments, there- 


' fore they do, in the fear of God, earnefily exhort all 


their reverend brethren of the miniſtry, and other offi- 


cers of tbe church, to contribute their utmoſt endeavours = 
in their ſtations, for ſuppreſſing ſuch groſs prophanation 
= of the Lord's day, by a vigorous and impartial, ork ol 
| and by 


dent exerciſe of the diſcipline of the church, 

holding hand to the execution of the laudable laws of 
the nation againſt the guilty, in ſuch way and manner 
as is allowed and required by law; and becauſe the con- 


currence and aſſiſtance of the civil government will be 


abſolutely 


ig [47 | 
abſolutely neceſſary ſor. the 7. eurbing and reſtrain« 


appoint theisy-commiſſion to be nominate by them, tg 
addreſs the Right Honourable the Lords of her Majeſty's 


privy council, that their Lordſhips may be pleaſed to 


ivg chis crying fin; the general aſſembly do here 


give ſuch orders, and take ſuch courſes for i 
; thoſe abuſes, as they in their wiſdoms ſhall — 


effectual. 


ovix Trunks of the General Aſſembly 1705. 


CONCERNING THR 


"Diſcipline and Method of Proceeding in Kirk Sefli- 


ons and Preſbyteries of the Church of Scotland. 


$f the Conflitution of this Judit. 


1. THIS judicatory being the loweſt, and which is 
in every pariſh, conſiſts of one miniſter or twa 


and a competent number of ruling elders, and the dea - 


cons of 4hat' pariſh and church are to be preſent, and 
have a deciſive vote only in matters belonging to theie 
own office, having attending them a clerk and a beadle, 

2. All the elders of that church or pariſh, or mem- 
bers of the ſeſſion, and ought to attend all the meetings 


| thereof, it not being. a Judicatory made up of de- - 


legates. 


3. If there be but one miniſter there, he is moderator 


ex eis, and conſtant out of 2 N 

4. Tho? an elder being once fo ordsined, makes him 
to be ſo during life, unleſs he be cenſured with depoſi · 
ron or demit his office, and the demiſſion accepted by a 


judicatory, yet where there are plenty of perſons fic to 


be elders, and plenty of elders, the aQual exerciſe of 


8 - 


: 
— —— a". 


de 


OL * 


j 
' 
g 
ü 
5 


the office as to conſtant attendance on the ſeſſlon, & e. 
may be limited for a time, and others take their turn: 
When an elder changes his reſidence, he may officiate 


as an elder in that pariſh where he comes to, if duly 
called thereto by the kirk ſeſſion, who are to intimate 
his name to the people, and have their tacit - conſent 
thereto,” but no other ways - Annual elections ought to 
be reQified, and that new elections of elders, expreſt in 
caſes of great neceſſity, ſhould only be within the com- 


paſs of ſour years, and that eſpecially in burghs where 
| hor are oY of g eb to chuſe upon. | 


| ; 97 th Elem ang Conlinuting , 2 hin and Dee 


vo . 


I. . caſe * no elderſhip i in 10 — the elee-· 


tion is to be managed by the preſb Jurys. by a liſt 
given in to them, made up by the beads of families, out 


of which the preſbytry (if the church be vacant) is to 
try and elect, and if planted, the miniſter with t v4 pres - 


byteries aſſiſtance. 


2.. Even where there is a miniſter * elders in a con- 


gregation conſtituting a ſeſſion, there may be need of 
more elders to ſupply the places of ſome who may be 


removed by death or 7 berviſe. 


3. It doth moſt particularly belong to the ſeſſion, to 
look among the maſters and heads of families, and 


others, (they not being menial ſervants) for ſome per- 


bons fit to be elders, ring ſuch as _ of greateſt pru- 


dence, gravity and intereſt in the pariſh 


| © 4+ Theſe ordinarily may be expected to bs beſt had 
from amongſt the deacons of the pariſh, the qualificati- 


ons of that office not voly fitting much for this, but the 
experience deacons haye by being preſent at the ſeſſion, 
being a further fitting of 

elder, 


5. It will fall out, that Coinctinies | it will be fit and 


neceſſary that the miniſter and preſent elders do, in a 


dicione 


them for the office of an 


** 


| DH and Private way, try the inclination of the ju- 


q. 


5 Tra . | | 
dicious of the people, eſpecially the heads of ili, 12 
and of theſe quarters of the congregation to which the 
elders wanting belonged, thereby to prevent the elders 
| naming and bringing to public theſe perſons, who may 
be. anacceptable where others can be had, and the 
edification of the congregation would therein be ſtudied, 
6. When the kirk ſeſſions have agreed on the nomi- 
nation wherein they would endeavour to be unanimous, | 
the perſons nominated are to be ſpoken to, and dealt 
with to accept of the office before their names be brought 
in public, wherein great tenderneſs and earneſtneſs 
would be uſed, it being frequent with many modeſt and 
moſt fit perſons, to be moſt hardly and difficulty pre- 
vailed with. - . \ +, HANG. x 
7. Tho? it may be ſuppoſed that none will be named 
to this purpoſe but ſuch who will be of competent know=. 
lege, yet examination and trial would be taken of his 
knowlege, in the grounds and principles of religion, in 
caſes of conſcience, and about the government, difci- 
pline of the church, and duties of elders, and that be · 
fore the ſeſſion, or two or three elders. Hs 
8, When there is hopes of ſucceſs therein, if the ſeſ - 
fion judge it fit, the miviſter on the Lord's day after 
forenoon ſermon, is to intimate to the congregation, the 
neceſſity of more elders, and the ſeſſions nomination, 
and may deſire any perſon that hath any objections a+ 
gainſt any of the perſons named, to make the ſame ei- 
ther to the ſeſſion or any member thereof, betwixt and 
ſuch a day. h 11 85 onen 1 
9. When the day cometh wherein the objections are 
o be brought in, the ſeſſion muſt meet, and have the 
elect elders edict returned, (for which there is to be an 
interval of nine free days, as in other edicts) and the 
beadle is to intimate at the door; if there be any objec- 
ters they may appear, if none, then the day is appoint- 
ed to admit theſe elders, and the miniſter is to be con- 
deſcended upon, who is to admit them. 5s 
10. When the day is come, it were very fit the mi- 
niſter chuſed to preach on ſuch a ſubj ect as might relate 
to Os work, ſhewing the duties of elders, and people 
to them. . | | 


1 


ii. After ſermon i 


$ ended in the forenoon the 


* * 


y 1 
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- vſſter is to ew the 1 he is going about to . 
mit ſome more elders, and to tell them of all the orderly 
Reps which they have taken preparatory, and that now 

nothing impedeth his going on. 
| 12. Then the miniſter calling up the perſons choſe 
to be elders, by name, and they ſtanding together in 
ſome conſpicuous place, as conveniency will allow, are 
to be interrogate concerning their orthodexy, and to 
be taken ſolemnly engaged, to adhere to and maintain 
the doQrine, diſcipline, worſhip and government of the 
church, and to lay themſelves out, both by their exam- - 
ple and in the office of elders, to ſuppreſs vice, cheriſh 
piety, and exerciſe diſcipline faithfully and diligently. 
13. Then (the elders chofen, {til ſtanding up) the 
miniſter is next by ſolemn prayer to ſet them apart iI 
Verbis de preſenti, © bb ” 
14. After prayer the miniſter is to ſpeak to them now 
28 elders, encouraging them to faithfulneſs, and threat - 
- ening,. if negligent.. 2dly, He is to direct a word of 
exhortation to the people, ſhewing them their duty to 
the elders, and exhorting them to obedience. in the 
Lord, and to ſtrengthen their elders bands. 
15. The ſame method would be followed in the elec- 
tion and ordination of deacons, that is in elders, n- 
tatic mutandis. © 7" Joh 


UE caution would be uſed to obſerve the acts of 
the general aſſembly anent proclamation of Ba- 
nus, . and enquiry anent forbidden degrees, the perſons 
_ defiring marriage, being fingle and free perſons, and 
anent the conſent of all concerned. EIT IN 


| $ Of the Admiſſion of Infants fo Baptiſm, 


1 {vs boy within, the yerge of the viſible 
church, of parents one or both, proſeſſiug the 
chriſtian religion, have a right to baptiſm, 

21. It being the duty of chriſtian parents * 


0 


heir children to God by baptiſm, and td covenant for 
their education in the faith of Chriſt; no other ſponſor 
is to be taken, unleſs the parents be dead or abſent, or 
groſly ignorant, or under ſcandal not rempved, ſuch be- 
ing unfit to ſtand as ſponſors, in tranſacting a ſolemm 
covenant with God, in which caſes the parent is to be 
required to provide ſome fit perſon, and if it can be one 
related as a parent to the child ſhould be ſponſor... — 
3. In caſe of children expoſed, whoſe baptiſm, after 
inquiry, cannot be known, the ſeſſion is to order the 
K "preſenting of the child to baptiſm, and the ſeſſion itſelf - | 
is to ſee to the chriſtian education of the chile. 
4. It were fit that the parent ſpeak to the miniſter of 
' the pariſh the day before the child be offered to baptiſm. 


$ Of Admifion to the Lord's Table, and debarring 
2 ee N g 
1. QEeing none ſhould be admitted to the Lord's table, 
3 who are ignorant or ſcandalous, therefore they 
1 fs are to be prepared for it by chatechiſing, and inſtruction 
in the principles of religion in their younger years. Be- 
| fore the firſt admiſſion of any to partake thereof, mini- 
ſters ſhould enquire into, and take trial of their know- 
lege of the principles of the chriſtian religion, and par- 
, ticularly of the nature, uſes and ends of this ordinance 
of the ſupper | 3 
2. Due care alſo ought to be uſed, that none be ad - 
mitted to/partake of the Lord's ſupper who are of a 
fcandalous life, and for this end the miniſter is to en- 
quire at, and conſult with the elders, eſpecially theſe of 
> the bounds, whether they know that perſon be guilty. 
of any ſcandal, and that they own and ſubmit to, and 
ordinarily attend the ordinances of Chriſt, public and 
1 worſhip of God, and uſe the other means of 
nowlege. N e 
3. At the firſt admiſfien of. any to the Lord's ſupper, | : 
- miniſters ſhould put the perſon to he admitted in mind 
of their parents engagements for them in baptiſm, and 
put them explicitly and perſonally to renew their bapiiſ- 
mal covenant, to be the Lord's, and to live unto him, 
and to: ſerve him all the days of their lives. 5 
| d 


3 3 
„4. When any 1 in one eongregatlon deſir- 


eth to partake of the Lord's ſupper, in a neighbour con- 


.gregation, they may and ought to be allowed the ſame, 
by reaſon of the communion of ſaints, if they bring 
ſofficient teſtimonials of their knowlege and converſation 
from the miniſter of their own pariſh, or from two elders 
in the abſence of the miniſter,  * _ c 
5. It were fit when any one removeth from one pariſh 
to another, that their teſtimonials bear account,  whe- 
ther they | Have partaked of the Lord's ſupper, and it 
were fit for this, that there were a record keeped of 
' theſe, who are admitted to the Lord's ſupper. 
6. With ſpe to ſcandals, whoſe groſſneſs makes 
it neceſſary to bring the perſons guilty oftner than once 
before the congregation. It is overtured that after they 
are convct before the ſeſſion, that it be judicially de- 
clared to them, that they have rendered themſelves un- 
capable of communion with the people of God in the 


' ſupper of the Lord, and that they are not to be allowed 


to be ſponſors themſelves in the baptiſm of their chil- 
dren, till the ſcandal be removed; and that they be ap- 
pointed to appear in public to be rebuked for their fin, 
whether they appear pen tent or net, conform to the 
inſtitution, 1 Tim, 5. and 20̃. 9 6 

7. Aſter a public rebuke, the miniſter and elders be 
at further pains in inſtructing the minds of ſcandalous 
perfons if ignorant, in endeavouring to eonvince their 
,conſcience, and to bring them to a due ſenſe of their 
ſin, and to an engagement and ſerious reſolation againſt 
all known fin, and to the performance of all known duty. 


8. That the ſeſſion _ ſatisſaction with their know. 


lege and ſenſe of their ſin, do adinit them to the public 
_ profeſſion of their repentance in order to abſolution. 
9. If after taking pains on them for ſome competent 


. time, for their inſtruction and conviction, they ſtill re- 


main groſly ignorant, inſenſible and unreformed ; the 
ſentence of leſſer ex communication is to be publicly pro- 


nounced againſt them, from which they are not to be 


relaxed, nor admitted to make public profeſſion of their 


* repentance in order thereto; till the ſeſſion be ſatisfied 


' with their knowlege, ſeriouſueſs and reformation. . 


a $f 


— — — — 
6 = , 2 
os 


members of the ſe 


IIA Of the privy Cenſures in the Seffons, 


1. N every kirk ſon, there ought to be +wice in 


the year privy cenſures (as they are called) of the 
ON. 1 . ren | 

2. At the meeting preceding the ſame, all the mem; 
bers ſhould be warned to be punRually preſent that 
day, WES | | os 


3. Seeing the miniſters undergo their privy cenſures 
in the'preſbytery, and that generally there is bat one 
miniſter in the ſeſſion, who muſt be moderator, there- 
fore the miniſters are nut to undergo this privy: cenſure 


before the ſeſſion, but only the elders, deacons, derk 

4. The moderator of the ſeſſion is to cauſe the clerk 
read the roll of the members, and beginning at the be- 
ginning of the roll, they ate one by one + Fu another 
to be removed, and then the reſt of the members are ty 


the moderator to be enquired, concerning the walk and 
converſation of the perſon removed, concerning his ci- 


ligence and prudence in his ſtation, and whatever any 
have obſerved, and informed worthy the noticing, is 


cated, privy cen'ures of the members of a ſeſſion, as alſo 
of a preſbytery, iſ rightly managed, may be of great 
uſe, but we think our — 5 rule in Matt. 18, is ſtrictly 
io be obſerved in this matter, ſo that no member or 
members of a ſeſſion or preſbytery, ſhould infarm theſe 


_ judicatories of any thing againſt another member, until 

they have firſt given him private admonition or reproof, 
3 a rh vg time before, and that has proven inef ; 
fectual. | ; : | nnn ER | 
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5. The ſeſſion is to judge of all formation dh 


cerning the member removed, and as they jodge bim 


deſerving, either only the private admonition, or reproof 


of the miniſter his alone, or any of the elders their as 
lone, or of the moderator in name of the ſeſſion Corum. 
as the weight of the matter, the edification of the party; 


and comfort of the ſeſſion, or congregation fe quireih; 
is to be done with all love, tendern | 
| ; | 


— — 


N and with love and tenderneſs to be communi- 


els and freedom; *: 
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|! them there till the next ſyno 


r 1 
6. 1f nothing be obſerved needſul to be amended but 
an account from all hands, of the faithfulneſs prudence 


and diligence of the member removed, then he is to be 
" exhorted to go on, and encouraged 3 and God to be 


bleſſed on his account, And the moderator when he is 


called in, to expreſs the ſeſſion ſatisſaction and comfort 


7. After all the elders have thus been removed one 


after another, and each one after he hath been called 
in, and got the mind of the ſeſſion concerning him, and 


ſet in his place, the deacons one after another are to un- 
% . „„ 

8, Next after the deacons, the clerk of the ſeſſion is 
to be temoved, and the members enquired concerning 
his carriage, and the ſeſſion books, and other regiſters 
of births, baptiſms and burials, would be ſeen to be ex- 
aQly kept and put in readineſs for the preſbytery, when 


called for by them. 


9. The beadle or officer would likewiſe in ihe ſame- - 
manter be enquired after, and either admoniſhed or en- 


couraged as need requirety. ys 
10. Here alſo the kirk treaſurer's accompts may be 


taken in, and the whole ſeſſion put in mind (if need be) 


of all the duties of their charge, and of the rules of or- 
der, when met in judicatories. N 1; | 
Method of proceeding in PxEsSBY TERIES. 


1. is judicatory conſiſts of all the paſtors within 


me bonds, and one ruling elder from each 


pariſh therein who receives a commiſſion ſrom the el- 


derſhip-to be a member of the preſbytery, and repreſent 
be over; thus twice a 


ear there are new elections of the ruling elders. The 


number of pariſhes aſſociated in 'preſbyteries for their 


mutual help, is determined by authority of the national 
ſynod, Dec. 17, 18. Art. 8. as the adjacency. of the 
congregations, and the eaſineſs of travelling doth belt 
allow, - Where there are collegiate miniſters, that ſeſſi- 
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on may ſend as many ruling elders, The directory for 
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rernmer nick, n T2. any claſſical act of 1 


| 2 verument or ordination, there ſhall be preſent, « 


ſeat, a major part of the miniſters of the whole elaſhs. 
Preſbyteries ſhould meet every third week, and oftner 
il bulſineſs require it. , | 
2. Every meeting of a preſbytery is to begin with a 
ſermon by one of the brethren appointed formerly far 
that effect, upon a text aſſigned him by them, except 
when probationers or intrants ſupply the pulpit in their 
public trials. The half of the time allowed for this 
preſbyterial exerciſe is to be taken up in the explicatory 
and analytis part of the text, and in anſwering textual 
and critical queſtions and difficulties ; this part of the 
work is called waking, and requires more eſpecially the 
gift of the doctor; the other half of the time allowed is 
to be taken up in railing of doctrines and obſervations 
from the text, and applying them in their ſeveral uſes, 
which laſt part is called adding, and it requires moge 
eſpecially the gift and neceſſarily the authority of 
paſtor, ' After the exerciſe is over, and the preſbytery 
- conſtitute, the cenſure of the exerciſe they have heard 
uſeth always to be their firſt work which may be done 
before them who had the exerciſe; befides this, the 
brethren of the preſbytery by the act of aſſembly, Dec. 
17, 18. 1638. are to have ſome common head of doc-, 
trine publicly diſpated in the preſbytery among the bre - 
thren, every firſt preſbytery of the month, according to 
the act of aff:mbly. bol at Dundee, 1598. Seſſ. 12. 

3. By the ſoreſaid act 1638, preſbyterial meetings are 
to be weekly, except in places far diſtant, who between 
the firſt of October and firſt of April, are diſpenſed with. 
for meeting once in the fourteen days. Likewiſe that 
ad appoints all abſents to be cenſured, eſpecially thoſe 
that ſhou'd exerciſe and add, according to the ad of al- 
ſembly-1582, April 24. a . 

4 The preſbytery treats of ſuch matters as concern 
the particular churches within their bounds, as the ex- 
amination, admiſſion, ordination, aud cenſuring of mi- 
niſters ; the licenſing of probationers, rebuking of groſs, * 
or contumacious ſinners; the directing of the ceuſute of 

enxcemmunication; the cognoſcing upon references and 
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enn. f : 56 ; _ p | * 
appeals from kirk PAR F. reviſing and rectify 
what bath been ill done or negligentiy omitted by them, 
at their approving of the kirk ſeſſion books and records; 
the anſwering of queſtions, caſes of conſeience, and 
ſolving of difficulties in doctrine or diſcipline, with pe- 
tions from their own or thoſe in other preſbyteries ; 
the examining and cenſuring according to the word of 
God, any erroneous doctrine, which hath been publicly 
or more privately vented within their bounds, and the 
_endeaveuring the reducing and converſion of any that 
remain in error and ſchiſm; the appointing of viſitation 
of churches by themſelves as occaſion offers, or the pe- 
rambulation of pariſhes in order to their uniting or In 
- Joynivg; all which are either concluded or continued 
to further conſideration, or referr'd to the ſynod, 
I. By the 6th Chap. 11 Act of Aſſem. 1707. there 
ate ſome proceſſes which natively begin at the kirk ſeſſion 
which for the atrocity/of the ſcandal, or difficulty in 
the affair, or general concern ; the ſeſſion having fre- 
quent meetings of the preſbytery to have recourſe unto, 
do not -determine of themſelves, ſuch as ſcandals of in- 
ceſt, adultery, trilapſe in fornication, murder, atheiſm, 
idolatry, witchctaſt, charming, hereſy and error vented 
and made public by any in the congregation, ſchiſm and 
ſeparation from the public ordinances, proceſſes in or- 
der to the higheſt cenſure and continued contumacy. 
But proceſſes for all ſuch crimes and ſcandals, are to be 
referred to the preſbytery by an extract of their proce - 
dure thereanent ; and when there is no confeſſion of the 
ſcandals above-mentioned, the ſeſſion is not ſo much as 
to proceed to lead probation by witneſſes or preſumpti- 
ons, till they be authorized thereto by the preſbyteries 
anſwer to their reſerence foreſaic. . i 
6. When the proceſs is ſo clear, as in the caſe of a 
judicial confeſſion, then the kirk ſeſſion mi ſummond 
the delinquent when before them apud acta, to compear 
before the preſbytery ; but where there is any difficulty, 
they ſhould firſt inform the preſbytery, and get their al- 
Jowance before the party be ſummoned before them, 
7. When perſons cenſured for theſe grofſer ſcandals 
do apply io the kirk ſeſſion for relaxation, they _ 
3 Tac? r TRA ot 
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things which ſhall be thought fit to repreſent unto 
Of parochial Viſitations by the Prestpiety. 0 1 | 


. N. | v5 
both de privately Wy. +" 1 and He wife their ed 
knowlegments heard before the ſeſſion, but they dughf 


| their abſol ution, nor 


not to be bron 


ght beſore the congregation, in order to 
der of the preſbytery. 


8. Preſbyteries in ſome caſes may ſend edititiGonerd 


to other preſbyteries, either to adviſe them or to ſeek 


advice from them. By act of afſembly, June 18, 1646. 


it is recommended, tbat a correſpondence be kept among 
preſbyteries conſtantly by letters, whereby they may be' 
mutually aſſiſting to each other. ett 


9. In every presbytery, at leaſt twice a year, on days 


for p: ayer, as Id be done in ſeſhons likewile, before 
each ſynod there ought to be privy cenſures, whereby 
each miniſter is removed by courſe, and then enquiry is 


made at the paſtors and elders, if there be any known' . 
* ſcandal, fault or negligence in him, that it may be in a 


brotherly manner cenſured ; after the miniſters, the pres- 
bytery clerk is to paſs theſe cenſures likewiſe. * By the 


St Article of the 7th Chapter of the French church 
diſcipline, at the end of the colloquies, amicable and 
brotherly cenſures ſhall be made, as well by the paſtors 


as by the elders, which ſhall be there preſert, of wo 


_ onally, pro re nata, according to the weight of © 


he emergent which doth require the viſitation, or ordi- 
narily and in courſe, . whereby every congregational' 


church is viſited once a year, Aﬀem 1638. Seff. 23. 24. ; 
Art. 3. at leaſt this ordinary viſitation ſhould be going 
round all the pariſhes in order till they be viſited, be- 


fore others be reviſited in ordinary: for by the 16th. 


4 of Aſſem. 1706, presbyterial viſitations of pariſhes' 


are to be frequent, | 
2. The presbytzry is to cauſe intimation to be made 


of their appointed day for the viſitation of that pariſh; $ 
by a brother of another congregation, from the pulpit,” * 
immediately after the ſorenoon's ſermon, on the b. 


bath 


abſolved but by direction and ors | 
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i "bath, ten days preceding the day for.the viſitation, res. 
Witing the miniſter of the pariſh to preach at that time 
and place on his ordinary tex and ſummoning the he · 
. retors, elders, and whole-capgregation, to be preſent 
that day to hear ſermon; and thereafter, that the mini» 
Ker, heretors, elders, and heads of families, do attend 
tze presbytery, to acquaint them with the ſtate of that 
kirk and congregation: in every point, and if any of them 
have certain knowlege of any thing amiſs in the mini- 
ſter, elders, deavons, precenter, leſſion - clerk ſehool- a 
maſter, or beadal, that they do then acquaint the preſ® - 
bytery therewith. 2 Fs 8 NE 
3. The ſeſſion regiſters, tagether with a catalogue of 
the miniſters books, are to be produced to the presby- 
tery, before the viſitation, and given to two of the fit- 
teſt bretbren, and beſt acquainted with that miniſter and 
| people to be ſeen and reviſed, and they to report at the 
Vuiſitation. N * Soo vbie >) ERGO.” 
4. Sermon being ended, and the presbytery conſtitu- 
ted; the miniſter's doctrine he had in his ſermon, is firſt 
to be conſidered, as in the presbyterial exerciſe. Then 
the Church Bible, Confeflion of Faith, Acts of the Ge- 
vera Aſſemblies, Acts and Proclamations againſt pro- 
_  Fneneſs, and other acts and papers relative w the 
1 church, are all to be called ſor and produced beſore the 
presbytery. The viſitors of the ſelions regiſters; and - 
miniſters library are to make their report, The presby- - 
tery-at the entry on the viſitation having removed t 
miniſter, are to cauſe read over their actings at the laſt 
vifitation, and ſee if what was then recommended or or- f g 
dered hath been made eſſectual, and take the excuſes of 
abſent elders and deacons therefrom, and if need be, to 
call in any party for information ; if nothing ariſe from 
that, to divert the presbytery from the'orderiy method, 
all parties being removed, the presbytery is to call in 
the ſeſſion viciſim, and to enquire them concerning their 
miniſter; yea further, by the act of aſſembly June 13, 
| 76 46. at viſifation of kirks, the elders, one by one, the 
| reſt being removed, are to be called in and examined 
upon oath concerning the miniſter's behaviour. 


Buy the act of aflembly 1596. ratified December * | 
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18. 1638. at viſitation M kirk, the families of miniſters 


amilies, and ſuch as are ſound neglecters of family wor- 


ſhip, or inſtructing of all in their families, or ſuch as. 


remove not thoſe who are offenſive thereſtom, ſhall af. 
ter due admonition be judged unfit to rule the houſe of 
God: For he ought to be one that guleth well his own 
' honſe; a Ting r 271 12h ona, 
6. The queſtions to be enquired by à presbytery at 


the elderſhip concerning a miniſter may be theſe and 


ſuch like. 1. Hath your miniſter a goſpel walk and 
converſation before the people? And doth he keep fa- 
mily worſhip? And is he one who rules well bis own 
houſe? Is he a haunter of ale houſes and taverns? Is 
he a dancer, carder or dicer? Is he proud or vain glori« 


ous ? Is he greedy, or worldly, or an ufurer ? Is hecon- 
tentious, a brawler, fighter, or (triker ? Is he a ſwearee 


of ſmall or minced oaths ? Uſeth he to ſay, Before God it 


ir ſo, or in his common conference, I profef?, or, I gro. 


teft before C? Or, ſays he, Lord what is that, all 
which are more than Yea and Nay ? Is he a filthy ſpeaker 


| os jeſter? Bears he familiar company with diſaſſected, 


ptophanc or ſcandalous perſons? Is he diſſolute, prodi- 
gal, light or looſe in his carriage, apparel, or words? 


How ſpends be the ſabbath after ſermon ? Saw. ye him 


ever drink healths? Is he at variance with any ?-- Is 
t here any that reproaches him? Or is he well bAoved- 
of all? And upon what ground is it that the variance or 


good liking of the py is? 2. Keeps he much at 
w 


home at his miniſterial work? Or doth he occaſion to 


himſelf diſtractions, and unneceſſary diverſiap therefrom? 
Is he conſtant at his calling and ſtudies, or takes he but 


pains at fits and ſtarts, ſuch as at faſts, communions, 
viſitations, &c ? Is Saturday only his book day, or is 
he conſtant at bis calling? 3. Doth he diſcountenance 
or diſcourage any that is ſeeking Chriſt ? Doth he preach 


ſound doctrine, ſo far as ye can underſtand ? Doth he 


prone plainly, or is he hard to be underſtood for his 
cholaſtic term, matter or manner of preaching ? - Doth 


Q 


are to give an account, und to be tried concerning the 
order and behaviour that they obſerve within their 


he faithfully reprove ſin, eſpecially-ſuch as moſt prevail 
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| In the perth ? What tirne of day doth he ord'ägriby bes 
gin ſermon on the ſabbath ? And when doth he diſmiſs 
the people? Spends he too much time in his ſermon in 
repetition of what he had before? Doth be lecture and 
preach in the forenoon, and preach again in the after- 
noon on the Lord's day, and that both ſummer and 
winter? Doth he read a large portion of ſcripture in 
public, and expound the ſame? Doth he fe cate- 
chetic doctrine ordinarily in the aſternoon ? Hath he 4 
week day's ſermon, aud collections on theſe days? 
When che Lord, in his providence, is ſpeaking ex:raor- 
dinary things, doth. he tye himſelf to his ordinary text, 
or makes he choice of one more oppoſite and ſuitable to 
the diſpenſat ion ? Secks he to preach Chriſt, his beauty 
and excellency, and to open up the power and hfe f 
godlineſs? Endeavours he to diſcuſs caſes of conſcience, 
to let you know your ſpiritual ſtate what it is? 4. 
Doth he according to the act of aſſembly 1708 viſit the 
people and families, at leaſt once a year in a miniſterial 
way, teaching and admoniſhing from houſe to houſe? 
And doth he viſit the ſick when needful, and pray over 
them? Doth he viſit them who, through age or ſickneſs, 
cannot come to the public worſhip ? Doth he labour to 
ſpeak to the ſick ſuitably to their various inward condi- 
tions ? Doth he not eſpecially viſit ſuch as be cxerciſed 
in conſcience? Doth he viſit ſuch as are afflicted by death 
of children or other relations? Viſits be the widows, 
orphans and poor? If he be miniſter of a burgh, viſits 
be the priſoners? Is he not. careful when he viſits fami- 
lies. to confer with them in private, and pray with them, 
thereby learning the caſe of th:ir ſouls, that ſo the doc- 
trine in pubſie may the better meet with their conditĩ · 
on? 5. Doth he adminiſter the ſacrament of baptiſm 
in an orderly way, when the congregation is conveened, 
or doth he it at any time ny ? Doth he add any 


word to, or alter the words of inſlitution? 6. Doth he 


frequently catechiſe his pariſhioners, and adminiſter the 
ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper to them? And is he care- 
ful in keeping ſrom that holy ordinance, all who are 
krown to be ſcandilous, groſly ignorant or erroneous ? 
How oſten have ye the communion every year? Dota 
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: buſes at penny-bridals ? Doth your ſeſſion meet weekly? 


1 e 

be not begin to catechize young ones about nine or ten 
years of age, and how cenſures he contemners of cate- 
chizing ? What courſe is taken with contemners of the 
Lord's ſupper upon ſrivolous pretences? At the Lord's 
ſupper, doth he not cauſe cut the bread in large and fair 
ſhaves fit for mutual fraction and diſtribution, that as 
they give the cup to the neareſt aſſident, ſo having bro- 


ken off a part of the bread with their hand for themſelves 


they give the reſt to the perſon fitting neareſt them? Do 
.your.people all fit at the Lord's table? In the time of 
diſtribution, cating and drinking, is there any reading 
or ſinging of pſalms, or is there ſilence, and ſo time for 
meditation, except it be 4 ſhort, pertinent and awaken» 
ing word dropped by the paſtor? 7. Hath he a com- 
petent number of elders ?; And hath he deacons in the 
23 diſtind from elders? Doth he keep ſeſſional meet- 

gs frequently? And is he impartial in the exerciſe of 
diſcipline againſt all offenders? Is there frequent meet - 


ings of the members of ſeſſion, ſor faſting and prayer ac- 


cording to the act of aſſembly 1699 ? Doth he travel 


- with public penitents in private to make them ſenſible of 
their ſin, according to its circumſtances, and ſenſible of 


mercy, that the love of Chriſt may overcome the love 
of fin? And then doth he abſolve them, when brought 
up to ſome ingenuous confeſſion and reſolution for the 
ſuture? Doth he ever cenſure perſons for living idle, 
breaking of promiſe, or for backbiting ? Doth he cenſure 
rs of ſuperſtitious days? How doth he reſtrain a- 


Doth your miniſter coolzie any whom another brother 


- hath in proceſs ? Or doth he. carry any away partially, 
ſo that he may become popular? Doth he in ſeſſion af- 
- fume to himſelf a negative voice? When he is neceſſia - 

ted to leave his flock, doth. he not acquaint the ſeſſion 


with it? 8. Is he careful to take away variances that 
fall out among families, and compoſe differences among 


8 particular perſons in the congregation. 


5. After that the elders bave anſwered to theſe or the 
like queſtions, then the heads of families are to be in- 


terrogate in general concerning the lives and manners of 
the members of the ſeſſion; And the paſtor is to. anſwer + 


L | more 
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more particularly to theſe or the like 


queſtions. (3 


(2,) Do they all attend goſpel ordinances and the diets 
of the-feſhon? (3.) Are they grave, pious and exem- 
plary in their lives and converſations? Do they worſhip 


God in their families? Is any of your elders an ignorant 
man, a drinker of healths, a tipler, a drinker exceſſive · 


ly-to drunkenneſs; a ſwearer, an obſerver of yule dayt, 
&c-? Is he one that obſerves not the ſabbath? Is he care- 


' ful to keep bis oath of admiſſion taken before God in 
; face of the congregation, not to delate or cenſure, but 
_ as-edification requires? Do any of them work on ſolemn 


falt or thankſgiving days? Is any of them a mocker of _ 


piety ? (4.) Are they diligent, careful, and impartial 
in the exerciſe of their offices ? Do the elders viſit the 
families within the quarter and bounds aſſigned to each 
ol them? Are they careful to have the worſhip of God 


ſet up in the families of their bounds ? Are they careful 
in calling for teſtimonials from perſons who come to re- 


fide in the pariſh? Do the elders take all diſcipline upon 
' themſelves without the miniſter? Or do they labour to 


carry things factiouſly, or by plurality of voices con- 
trary to God's word, and the laudabſe acts of the preſ- 


| +bytery, provincial, or general aſſemblies? (;.) Have 


the elders ſubſcribed the Confeſſion of Faith? And are 


they well affeded to the government, worſhip and diſci - 
pline of this church? (6.) Have the elders and deacons 
their diſtin bounds aſſigned them for thelr particular 
inſpection? (7.) Does your ſeſſion always-appoint ru- 
ag elders to attend preſbyteries and ſynods? (B.) Are 
the deacons faithful in their office, in collecting and di- 
ſtributing all the kirk · goods, and in having a care of the 
ſick poor? After all theſe queries are over, the miniſter 
and elders are to be ſeverally encouraged or admoniſhed 
2s the preſbytery ſees nec. Y 


8. Then the precentor, ſchool-maſter, and clerk of 


the ſeſſion, who in country congregations are ordinarily 


one and the ſame, and aſter them the beadles, bellman, 


ond church ſervants being removed, the presbytery is to 
enquire at the miniſter, ſeſſion and heads of families con · 


cerning | 


\ Ts your ſeſſion rightly'conſtitute, and all the elders and: £74 
duueseons duly admitted according to the acts of aſſembly? 


| _ | 7 
derning their-converſation, 


| the matter requires. 


- . 


"Gy 
delity and diBgence in their 
offices, and the.presbytery is thereupon to proceed as 


. 9. After all theſe iries, the preabytery removing. 
the beads of ear yt 3 miniſter and elders 11 
inquired. concerning the congregation. | (.) Doth the 
body of the people attend ordinances duly and timeoully 
and (tay till the bleſſing be pronounced? Are they dili- 
gent in improving the means of knowlege, and are they 
growing therein ? . (2) Are they ſubmiſſive. to public 


and private exhortations, and to the diicipline and cen» 


ſare df the church, by admonitions and reproofs as need 
requires? And do they by their words and actions ma · 
nifeſt a ſuitable reſpect to their miniſter and reſpective 
elders? (3.) Are they careful to educate their children 
and ſervants in the knowlege of God? What fucceſs 


' hath the goſpel and labours of miniſters and elders 


them? What ſcandals, ſchiſms, hrreſies or diviſions are 
among them, and if on the growing band? How do they 
obſerve the Lord's day? | K 
10. Then the migiſter, heretors, ſeſſion, and heads of 
families being preſent, the presbytery is to inquire after 
the ſtate of the church, as to its fabric, the ſeats therein 
and diviſion of the ſame, the church yard, dykes, the . 
utenſils of the church, communion cups, cloaths, the 
miniſter's manſe if it be in repair, the glebe and ſtipend, - 
the ſallary of the ſchool-maſter, precentor, ſeſſion clegs 
and beadles, and how the communion elements are pro- 
vided, whether they be payed for out of the poor's mo- 


ney, and that when the communion is but celebrated 


once a year? Enquiry is to be made how much the ſti 
pend is, of what nature, how payed, and if there be 2 
decree of locality for it? As alſo, about the ſtate of 
the poor, whether there be any ifications and lega- 
cies for them, or other pious uſes? And how theſe are 
ſecured, and their intereſts payed and applied, and how 
have been managed and imployed from time to time. 

. 18, Aſſem. 1700, After the viſitation is over, all 


parties ate to be called in, and the moderator is to con- 


* 
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[ Le 3 
e Miniſterial Vifitation of Fumilis f. 
1 hath been the laudable practice of this church, 
at leaſt once a year, (if the largeneſs of the pariſh, 
dily inability, or other fuch like do not hinder) for 
- miniſters to viſit all the families in their pariſh, and oft- 
ner if the bounds be ſmall, and they able to perform it. 
Among other reaſons for theſe annual viſitations of fa- 
milies, this may be one, that becauſe by the order pre- 
ſcribed by our Lord, Matth. 18. there may be ſeveral 
offences known to miniſters, elders or neighbours, which 
may juſtly keep back offenders from partakipg of the 
Lord's ſupper, and yet it were diſorderly and unedifying 
to remove theſe offences in a public way; theſe viſitations 
may ſerve to purge a congregation oſ ſuch private ſcandals. 
2. Although in regard of the different circumſtances 
of ſotne” pariſhes, families and perſons, much of the ma · 
nagement of the work miſt be left to the pradence and 
diſcretion of miniſters, in their reſpective overſights, yet 
theſe following directions are offered by afſembly 1708, 
April 27, as helps for the more uniform and ſucceſsful 
management thereof, that it be not done'in'a flight and 
overly manner, which luppeſeth the univerſal practice 
thereof through this church, and that the total negle&- 
ers may be cenſured therefore as ſupinely neglipevt. 
z. Such a time of year is to be choſen for miniſterial 
vilitation, as the families which he viſits may be beſt at 


Jeiſure to meet wich him, and if that time ſhould happen 


immediately after the communion, then it is ſeaſonable, 

as it were, to beat the iron while it is hot. Timeous in- 

timation is to be made to them of the viſitation ; and 

the elder of that bounds of the pa.iſh which is to be vi- 

ſited, is to accompany the miniſter, and they ſhould pre- 

, viouſly cenſure together concerning the condition and 

ſtate of the perſons and families of thoſe bounds. 

4. When they enter a houſe, they are to expreſs their 
wiſhes and deſires for the bleſſing of God upon it, and 
that above all, their ſouls may proſper ; then let them 
take an account of the names of the family, inquire'for 

teſtimonials from them who are lately come to the pa- 

riſh, and mark them in the roll for catechiſing, and let 
them take notice who can read, and of the age of chil- 


2 r 
dren capable to be catechiz'd ;-.then. the miniſter is te 
godlineſs, of jultice and charity towards mad, 


F. He is next more particularly to ſpeak to ſervants ' 
of their duty, to ſerve and fear God, to be dutiful, faith- 
ful and obedient ſervants, and of the promiſes made to 


& | (1 3 to them all in general, of the necellity and advan - 
+4 . . e 
5 


ſuch, com ling to them, the reading of the ſcriptures, 


flectet worlhip, and love and concord among themſelves, 

and in particular, a holy care in ſanctifyidg theLord's day, 
6. The migilter is toſhow the children and young ſerx- 
vants the advantage of knowing, ſeeking, and loving 


God, and remembring their creatot and redeemer in the 
days of their youth, and to mind them how they are 
dedicated to God in baptiſm; and when of age, and af - 
ter due inſtruction in the nature of the covenant of 
grace, to excite them to engage themſelyes perſonally to 
the Lord, and to deſign ar prepare for the firſt oppor- 
tunity they can have of partaking of the Lord's ſupper, 
to be eſpecially careful how they at firſt communicate. 


he is to ſpeak a to the heads of the 


. Js 
family about their perſonal duties towards God, and the 
care of their own ſouls, and their obligation to promote 
religion and the worſhip of God in their family, 'and to 
reſtrain and get vice puniſhed, and piety encouraged, and 
to oe exrfal ths the * * in their houſe owe the 
Lord, an ify bis day. He is more particularly tb 
inquire (1.) Whether God be W lo ide family, 
by prayers, 
Zoncer 


-the behaviour of ſetvants towards God and 
towards man, if they attend family and public worſhip ? 


How they ſanctify the Lord s day? and if they be given 


to ſecret prayer and - reading the ſcriptures ? (3.) 1 


there by catechizing in the family? If their children be 
train d up in reading, according to the act of aſſembly, 
Aug. to. 1648. in all which the miniſter may intermix 
ſuitable directions, encouragements and admonitions as 
may be moſt edifying. _ oh. ent 
8. The miniſter is to inquire who want bibles, and if 


the expences; and recommend to the heads of the fa- 


praiſes, and reading of the ſcripture ? (2.) 


"a" 


1 
= 


they be not able to buy them, let the poor's box beat 


| mily to get the 3 Fairt, Catechiſms, any 0- | 
1 * * 8 ria 2 > 255 = er 


— 


e PS '  'þ NEST E 
_ ther good books, AN life und faith, ge- 


with error or vice are to be admoniſned ſecretly, or in 
the family as may moſt edify; and all are ts be exhort · 


ed to carry toward ſuch as walk orderly according to the 


rule, Match. 18. 15. (3.) The miniſter is to endeavour 
to move divifions in the family, or with their neigh- 
bours, and ethort them to follow with all men as 
far as is poſſible. (4,) Let it be inquired who have 
communicated, that they may be c to an account 


_ privately how they have profited, and put in mind to 


pay their vows to the Lord. Confer alſo with others 
about the cauſes of their not eren 3 1 

9. As for thoſe who pretend conſeĩente for not keep- 
ing communion with us, or whatever their motives be, 
. miniſters ought to deal with God for them, and with 


themſelves in ſuch a way as may be moſt proper to gain 


them, and exonertheir conſciences, waiting if peradven- 
ture God will prevail with him. Who can tell if their ma- 
king them ſenſible of their tender love and affectioſi to 
their perſons, eſpecially to their ſouls, giving them all due 


di 
God for their good, Jud. v. 22, 23. 2 Tim, 2. 24, 25. 

10. Seeing in the whole of this work, 'there is great 
need of _ rudence, zeal for God, and love to fouls. 
Viſitation of families ſhould be carried on with depen- 


dance on God, and fervent prayer to him both before a 
miniſter ſet forth to ſuch a work, and with the viſited, 


4 there can be acetſs 0, '694 opporrunicy for kt, | 


of Sandtiffcation of the Lord's Day ; and obſerving Faft 


and Thankſgiving Days. 
1. He Sabbath is to be fanftified by an holy reſting 
2 all that day, even from ſuch worldly employ- 
ments and rerrestions as are lawful on other days, and 
pr the whole time in the public and private exer- 
eiſes 


vp in the works: of: ty and mercy, 8s our | 

Catechifm beareth; . antho ſeombly, Aug. 28. 
1048. From which we azay gather what the church un- 
derſtands by ſanctifying or prophaning ef the Lord's 
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eording to their ability. (3.) Thoſe who ate tainted 


reſpect, and doing them all the good they can, yet ill 
anne their lin, may in the end be Miſſed of 


God's worſhip, except fo much 88 is to be taken, 


| * 


18 care, that all within his charge repair to the public wor- 


4 
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. By the act of aſſembly 1047, concerning Family 
Worlhip, Dir. g;. the maſter of the family ought to take 


ſhip, which being finiſhed, he is to ſee the reſt of that day 
ſpent in the private and ſecret exerciſes of piety, Care is: 
alſo to be taken that the diet on that day be ſo ordered, 
that neither ſervants be unneceſſarily detained from: the 
public worſhip of God. nor any other perſons 1 
ſanRifying.that day. Private preparation is likes 
uuiſe to be made for the ſabbath by prayer and foch boſy 
exerciſes, as may diſpoſe to a more co communi- 
on with God in his-public ordinances. See the Directory. 
3, When ſome great and notable judgments are ei- 
ther inflicted. or imminent, or by ſome extraordinary 
vocation notoriouſly. deſerved ; as alſo when ſome 

al bleſſing is to be ſought. or obtained, when great 
uties are called for, or when ſins are extraordinary for 
their aumber or nature, then it is that a church may in- 
join faſting; which is obſerved by a total abſtinence, not 
_ from all food, (unleſe bodily eſs do mani · 
feſtly diſable from holding out till the faſt be ended, in 
which caſe ſomewhat may be taken, yet very ſparingly, 
0 _ nature when ready to faint) but alſo from all 
worldly + diſcourſes and thoughts, and from all 


= bodily delights, tho' at other times lawful, rich apparel, 


ornaments. and fuch like, during the faſt 3. and much 
more from whatever is in its nature or uſe ſcandalous or 
oſſenſiwe, as gaudith attire, laſcivious babits and geſtures, 
and other vanities of either ſex; which the compoſers 
of the Directory recommend to all miniſters.io their pla- 
ces diligently and zealoufly to reprove, as at other times, 
fo efpecially ata fat. 27s, 

4. . The ſabbath before the faſt, the cauſes thereof are 


Poblicly read from the pulpit, and the day of the week 


intimated upon which it is to be kept. The people are 
then to be earneſtly exhorted 2 themſelves far 
aliting. their ſouls upon that day of extraordinary hu- 
miliation. 80 large a portion of that day, as conveni- 
ently may be, is to be ſpent in public reading ar d preach- 
ing of the word, with finging of Plalms fit to quicken - 
aJeftions ſuitable to ſuch D duty, but eſpecially in prayer 
FF 2 to 
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* to {his bern 9 - 
jeſty of God the creator, — and ſu ruler of 
all the world, _— ging his mani ld and 
tender mereies, eſpecially to he wad nation, 
bumbly conſing ſins _ ay with theit ſeveral ag- 
= Sede ing God's rig eous judgments, as be- | 
V Fe Ares —— Hor fitrs' do deferve; yet humbly! and 
* irploring bis mercy and grace for ourſelves, 
a ee nation, the King and all in authorit 
aud for all others for whom we are bound to pray (ac- 
coriwg af the preſent exigent requireth) with — * 
Ci importumty and enlargement than at other tmes's 
phie by faith the promiſes and goodneſs of God for - 
1 pardon, help, and deliverance from the evils felt; feared; 
or deſerved ;" and for obtaining the bleſſings"which we- 
| need'and expect, together with a giving up of ourſelves 
wholly, and for ever unto the Lord,” . 
Fe Beſide ſolemn and general faſts appointed by the 
| 4 aſſemblies or their commiſſions, or by civil 22 


* 


upon application from ſome cburch judicarory! unto 
ther} provincial ſynods, preſbyteries and (ret ſelſi> - 
ons may appoint faſt days to be kept within their reſpec+ 
tive'bounds, as divine providence ſhall udminiſter unto 
| them' ſpecial occiſions; Likewiſe families and particular 
| perſons may do the ſume, providing their fiſts be net 
bon thoſe days on which "the congregation” is to meet for 
pablic worſhip. ” Voir Nen der 
B. Our faſting mat be indifed. fer- ſich elbe 
nus are both clear and juſt; and when it will be moſt for 
_ _edification;;* for that, as other Poßtive duties; doth not 
always bind, therefore the church is to take heed of ap- 
pointing faſts through inſinuations or ſolicitations from 
ſtateſmen, leſt they be branded as tools to ſome who 
1} Would Faſt for ſtrife and debate, chat others who differ 
ffwom them about ſtate matters may be er poſed to e 
it  Hlittin'of the people, 28 il countrymenn 
4 1. The enter of the faſt enumerate in the Ac bf Af. | 
_ 1590. November 12. were theſe and the like. 
1. Perjury, dealing treacherouſſy with the Lord, and 
being unſtedfaſt in bis covenant. 2. Uyfruitfulneſa un- 
cer the purity of dodtrine, worſhip and government, 


having 
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2 ineſs, bot denying | 


& a jr 

- - thereof, 3. Abuſe: of God's great goodneſs and deli- 

_ - yverance;./ evidenced by a courſe of manifeſt wickedneſs, 
—— — 


ol — ſuch as drunkenneſa, curſing, 
kery,. age uncleanneſs of all forts, 
which was advanced in ſuch a way, 


hb to ſuch-a height; a3 never any Chriſtian church ac-. 4 
knowleged, and whereby the intereſt of our Lord —N 


Cbriſt was intirely ſacrificed to the lawleſs laſts: and wills 


bo men. 5. Abjured Prelacy was introduced, and. the; 


government of the church was overturned, without the 


church's vonſent, and contrary to the ſtanding acts „ 
our national aſſemblies. 6. Complyance with that de- 
ſection both in mĩniſters and others, ſome from a prin+ 


ciple of pride: and covetouſneſs, or man-pleaſing ; . W 


otbers through inſirmity and weakneſs, or fear of man, 


and want of courage and zeal for God. 7. Perſechttion 
of the godly for non.complyance- with that finful courſe: 

faithful miniſters were caſt out, and many inſufß - 
cient and ſcandalous men thruſt in on their. charges, and 


many families ruined becauſe they would not own them 


an their paſtors. 8. Decay of piety under the late pre- 
lacy, ſo that it was enough to make a man be nick-nam'd. 


a a fanatic,” if he did not run to the ſame (exceſs of riot 
with others. 9. Atheiſm which diſcovered itſelf in 
ſome by their dreadful boldneſs againſt God, in diſpu- 
ting bis being ans 3 the divine authority of 
the ſcriptures, 


ife to come, and 8 =” 
— Kofi at thoſe things. 10, Im 


ſoul; 


and * unlawful oaths and bonds: lawful pats re 
deen bible, and ungodly and oh mms <a ul 


oaths have been impoſed and token, whereby the con- 


ſciences of many, through the land, are become ſo de- 


bauch'd, that they ſeruple at uo bah, tho” many have 


deen ppreſe'd and ruin'd for refuſing ibem. 11. Ne- 


glect of. the worſhip of God, both in public, in private 


amines, and in ſecret, 12. Profanation of: the Lord's 
day. ſuceceded in place of ihat wonted care of ſtrict and 
religious faneiifying of it. 13. The ſhedding of inno- 
cent blood. 14. Pride and Vanity, 


„Sodom's fins 
3» of bread, 


F Ee 


vanity - 


—ͤ—ñ—ũn.ʃ — ——— 
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vanity of ; knd ſhamefu ne . 


3 16. Silence of miviſices 
in the time of ſuch a great defection, as well as too ge- 
to cel in irng ee IL 
. in giving ſealona nece teſtimony a- 

Een e a | 


8 ſo, on the other hand, ſome 


5 managed their zeal with too little diſcretion and 2 


bol the covenant, and a ſolemn en 


_ ' neſs. 17. The abominable idolatry of the maſs was ſet. 
up in many places, and popiſh ſchools erected, 3 
| ſhameful advances were made. towards 


Great ignorance of the way of ue Ad through be 


Lord jcfus Chriſt, Though we profeſs to acknowle 
there can be no pardon of ſins, no peace and re 
' + ation with God but by his blood, yet few know him, or 
ſee the neceſſity and excellency of him, and few 6! wt 
defire, or receive bim as be is offered in.the goipel ; and 
as few are acquainted with faith in him, and living by 
faith on him, io few walk as becometh the goſpel,” and 
imitate our Lord in humility, meekneſa, ſelf denial, 
heavenly mindedneſs, rea for de dh, Lee, 
men. 19. Great contempt of the 
rene | 
20. Tho' the Lord, by caſting us into the furnace ab- 
fliction, hath been giving us a fight of the vanity of all 
_ things beſide himſelf ;/ yet, to this day there is a woful 
Ki among us, every one ſecking bis own things, 
' few or none the things of Jeſus Chriſt, the public good, 
or one anthers welfare. 21. A bitter ſpirit of -cenſo- 
riouſneſa, whereby the molt part are more ready to carp 
at the fins and deſections of others, than to repent and 
mourn for 'theic own. Theſe and the like were the eau · 
Fes of the faſt in the year x690, and to them the faſts 
appointed ſince, do ordinarily refer. See alſo how the 
land expreſſed the ſenſe it had of the guilt of all ranks 
in the ſolemn acknowlegment of public ſins, and breaches 


duties contained therein; namely, thoſe which did in a 
- more eſpecial way relate unto. the dangers of that time. 
bn eee Deron a>" For 


renewing 


t to all the 


1 
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| e . covenant IT | 


Ko aſſembly thereafter, 


7-8, Albeit by the treatiſe of faſtin emitted: by wes 
| ſcmbly &5 December 1565. the s were | 

| — forks ſalts, as being for the greater euſe of the peo 
ple And face, by whe laſt act of aſſembly 1646. a faſt 
E appointed on the ſabbath next EXCEPT Ole, — 


the chen following general aſſembly ; yet 
work to be perſe e eee 
divine inſtitution | determined, we 'ought to ſet. 


about it exactly, - which we all acknowlege to be ® 
thankſgiving and not a faſt, — duties are 
not to interſere with the ordinary, nor is one duty to 
ſhuffle out another, If either ſhould be allowed, it 
| would look ſomewhat like the reverſe of redeeming the 

time, for thereby diligence is rather diminiſhed than 
doubled in . of God. 0 

thankſgivin timate on the 

b ing ſabbath, ſor — 2 obtained, or pe 
received, are wholly to be ſj 
Late exerciſes of divine worſhip and the people 
are to rejoice with trembling, and to beware of all ex · 
ceſs in cating or drinking. nd demonſtrations of ci» 
vil mirth, ſuch as ripgi of bells, firing of guns, bone» 
fires, and illuminating {4 v2 us ſhould not be inter- 
mixed with the religious duties of that day: But as 
on faſts, ſo upon thoſe days, there ſhould be liberal 
lections for the poor, that their bowels may bleſs us, 
and rejoice the more with us. In the 6th Article the 
church was cautioned againſt appointing faſts ſor ſtrife 


4 


nt in the lic and pris 


| and debate, ſo I hope they ſhall be directed to avoid © | 


i joining of e days from We falſe or N 


ends. 


42 anent the gage of the Sabi: Edin- 
darth 31 OR. 1690. Ante Meridiem, Sell. 15. 


AKE General Aſſambly conſidering, 'that the tun 
ſacraments that Chriſt bath appointed under the 
New Teſtament, viz. Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, 


| are his ſolemn' ordinances, and ſeals of the covenant of 1 
1 
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 grare, which is beld forth in the preaching;of the geſs > 
them are ſolemnly devoted and engaged to God | before 


aſſemblies, the private uſe of them hath been condemned, 


nouriſhed, that they are neceſſary to lalvation, not only 


x . A 
4 
: 


pel; and that in the uſe of them, the parties tectiv ig 


angelt and men, and are ſolemnly received as members 
of the church, and do entertain communion with her; 
and that by the-authority of this church, in her former 


as alſo, that by allowing the private uſe of the ſame in 
' pretended caſes of neceſlity ; the ſuperſtitious opinion is 


as commanded duties. but as means, without which ſal. 


Norz. The foregoing Act, Overtutes and Regulations, rela- 
tive to Church Diſcipline, have carefully collected from the 
folio edition of the printed Acts of the General Aſſembly, and partly 
from Steward upon Perdivan's collections, &c." &c, F 
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